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Capacity Crowd Expected at June 5 Banquet 

Honoring “First Citizen” Lenny Wilkens 

 

BELLEVUE, Wash. (May 23, 2013) -- Sports stars, underwater stars and civic stars will join together on 

Wednesday, June 5 to honor Lenny Wilkens, recipient of the 2013 Seattle-King County First Citizen 

Award. This year marks the 75
th
 anniversary of the annual awards gala, which is open to the public. 

 

Tickets for the civic banquet at the Seattle Aquarium start 

at $125 and may be reserved here. The event is presented 

by SEATTLE KingCounty REALTORS®, which created 

the award in 1939 to recognize individuals and 

organizations who enhance the area’s quality of life 

through volunteerism, visionary leadership and 

philanthropy.   

 

Medina resident Wilkens, a former SuperSonic and NBA 

coach – and the only individual with three inductions into 

the Basketball Hall of Fame – is being honored as a 

dedicated advocate for youth through the foundation that 

bears his name. The program features five speakers who 

will pay tribute to his benevolence and legacy as a 

volunteer and fundraiser for healthcare and education for children.  

Speakers include: 

 Fred Brown, former teammate and captain, Seattle SuperSonics;  

 Geroge Northcroft, regional administrator-Northwest/Arctic Region, U.S. General Services 

Administration (family friend and board member, Lenny Wilkens Foundation);  

 Benjamin Danielson MD, medical director, Odessa Brown Children’s Clinic;  

 Catherine Irby Arnold, vice president, senior director, BNY Mellon Wealth Management, and 

president, board of trustees, Lenny Wilkens Foundation 

 Steve Pool, weathercaster, KOMO 

 

Joan Probala, president of SEATTLE KingCounty REALTORS, will present the award. Other program 

participants include Master of Ceremonies Steve Raible, co-anchor of KIRO 7 Eyewitness News, Fr. 

David J. Anderson, S.J., chaplain for alumni at Seattle University and singer Melissa Maricich. Event 

chairs are Realtor Roni Strupat and community volunteer Vie Franz.  
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Several former First Citizens, teammates and other active and retired professional athletes are expected to 

attend what is expected to be a sold-out celebration.  

 

The banquet will take place in the Aquarium’s Great Hall that features a 120,000 gallon exhibit. During 

the reception, guests will also be able to visit other exhibits at one of the state’s leading environmental 

education and stewardship institutions.  

 

About the First Citizen Award and Banquet 

Since its inception in 1939, the First Citizen Award continues to celebrate community leadership, 

volunteerism and public service. Past recipients hail from humanitarian organizations, charitable, health 

and educational institutions, arts groups, environmental causes and various civic endeavors.  

 

The Seattle-King County First Citizen Award and civic banquet, believed to be this region’s oldest such 

recognition, has no fund-raising expectation, but instead is designed solely as a not-for-profit celebration 

of community involvement.   

 

Recent past recipients include former Seattle Mariner Jamie Moyer and his wife Karen (2011), U.S. 

Senator Slade Gorton (2010), Seattle Symphony conductor Gerard Schwartz (2009), and Microsoft co-

founder Paul G. Allen (2008).   

 

About the Lenny Wilkens Foundation 
The Lenny Wilkens Foundation was founded on the belief young people, regardless of their 

circumstances or ability to pay, should have access to care that ensures their physical well-being as well 

as the mental and emotional strength to persevere in the face of any challenge. Based in Kirkland, it funds 

organizations that deliver healthcare and education services to young people while honoring their dignity 

and sense of self-respect. Its primary beneficiary is Odessa Brown Children’s Clinic, a community clinic 

of Seattle Children’s Hospital. In the past decade, the foundation has raised more than $3.5 million to 

support causes in the Pacific Northwest. 

 

About the SEATTLE KingCounty REALTORS® 

The SEATTLE KingCounty REALTORS
®
 is a nonprofit professional trade association whose goals 

include promoting business practices that reflect a strict code of ethics and supporting policies that 

preserve and expand real property rights and housing affordability. Based in Bellevue, SKCR has nearly 

5,000 members and is one of 1,400 local associations of the National Association of REALTORS
®
. The 

term REALTOR® is a registered collective membership mark that identifies a real estate professional 

who is a member of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® and subscribes to its strict Code 

of Ethics. 
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