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Protecting Your Business & the clients You serve

To promote a free and independent market, SEATTLE KingCounty REALTORS® actively engages 
in the political, legislative, legal and regulatory process in support of housing supply and afford-
ability, economic vitality, private property rights, infrastructure and environmental protection.

Possible Lawsuit Against FEMA

A growing coalition of commercial 
and residential property owners 

(and the organizations that represent 
them) is considering litigation to 
challenge Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) 
mandates that would require 
120 cities to adopt new rules 
by September.  The rules 
would apply to property 
within floodplains throughout 
Puget Sound.  
The situation arises as a result 
of a 2004 decision by the federal 
courts in Seattle that held FEMA’s 
National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) is subject to the “consultation” 
requirements of the Endangered 
Species Act.  That decision resulted in 
NOAA Fisheries (formerly the National 
Marine Fisheries Service) issuing 
a highly controversial Biological 
Opinion - or BiOp - which concluded 
the National Flood Insurance Program 
creates “jeopardy” for threatened and 
endangered species.  The Bi-Op has 

been sharply criticized for taking a 
one-size-fits-all approach that treats 
existing warehouses and factory floors 
as salmon and orca habitat.

The new rules, which are required 
to be in-place by September 

22, 2011, would affect a 
property owners’ ability to 
rebuild or make property 
alterations after a flood; the 

ability to develop property in 
a floodplain; and redevelopment 

(remodeling) of property in a 
floodplain.  
In addition, the new rules would be 
required to severely limit the ability 
to develop in the expanded floodplains.  
One result would be to remove large 
portions of buildable land necessary 
to meet the goals of the Growth 
Management Act.  
Unless stayed by litigation, Local 
governments will have three options 
for meeting FEMA’s September 
mandate:
(1) Adopting FEMA’s Model Ordinance 

which the REALTORS® have 
criticized as high flawed

(2) Adopting their own local 
alternative set of development 
regulations (which must be 
approved by FEMA), or 

(3) Requiring project applicants to 
engage in an Endangered Species 
Act consultation with NMFS.

"Green Home Advisor" 
Client Resource

S KCR developed and launched a 
new energy efficiency website tool 

for REALTORS®.
Green Home Advisor was created 
by SKCR as part of the association’s 
ongoing effort to add value to your 
REALTOR® membership and the 
services you provide to your clients. 
Green Home Advisor is filled with 
practical information and links for 
creating energy smart homes and 
enjoying the benefits such homes 
provide. We’ve tried to make it easy to 
navigate, easy to upload and easy to 
personalize.
Once there, you will find sections 
on increasing the energy efficiency 
of your home, home energy audits, 
“deals, rebates and incentives,” energy 
smart homes, and tips for designing 
and remodeling. The site is chock-
full of useful information about home 
improvements for saving energy, 
reducing a home’s carbon footprint and 
saving money on energy bills.
To personalize or brand this website, 
SKCR members are encouraged to 
visit www.greenhomeadvisor.org - 
once there, look for the "REALTOR® 
Login" located at the bottom of the 
page, enter your member number, 
click submit, then enter your contact 
details, photo and submit!

Visit www.greenhomeadvisor.org.
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Real Estate Signage
Federal Way Administration Struggles To Fix Dysfunctional Sign Restrictions

Snohomish

Pierce

King We have taken all the guess work out of understanding the many sign codes  
in effect throughout King, Pierce, & Snohomish counties.

Get your copy online at www.nwrealtor.com.

I n response to a request from 
the SEATTLE KingCounty 

REALTORS®, the Federal Way City 
Council was moving forward with an 
amendment to the City’s sign code 
that would eliminate an existing 
prohibition on the use of Open House 
Signs on street side planter strips in 
the right-of-way.  
However, in late December when the 
proposed ordinance was up for final 
adoption (after having been repeatedly 
reviewed by the Council’s Committees 
and having passed through 1st Reading 
of Ordinances), the administration, 
under the direction of the City’s newly 
elected Mayor, pulled the measure for 
additional work that was anticipated 
to take just two weeks.  That work 
continues with the support of the 
REALTORS® in an attempt to craft a 
solution that will meet the needs of the 
industry in a way that is acceptable to 
the new administration.
On October 26th the City staff issued an 
amended SEPA Determination of Non-
Significance (DNS) under the State 
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) in 
order to allow the code amendment 
to move forward.  The City’s 
Planning Commission considered 
the REALTORS®  request at a public 
hearing on Wednesday, November 3rd 
and unanimously 

recommended the City adopt changes 
to the sign code to addresses the 
concerns identified by the SEATTLE 
KingCounty REALTORS®.  On 
November 15th the City Council’s Land 
Use and Transportation Committee 
considered the Planning Commission’s 
recommendation and voted to move the 
code amendment forward to the full 
City Council. The full City Council’s 
First Reading of an ordinance to 
implement the requested change 
occurred on Tuesday, December 7th.  
The Council scheduled the Second 
Reading and formal adoption of the 
code amendment for December 21st, in 
anticipation of publishing public notice 
of the Council Action on December 26.  
That schedule would have allowed the 
proposed change to become effective 
December 30th.
The change was requested because of 
recurring problems created by section 
19.140.060 (28) (g) of the Federal Way 
Revised Code (FWRC) for homeowners 
and REALTORS®  who are attempting 
to market homes that are for sale in 
Federal Way.  In many areas of the 
City this language in the code operates 
as a continuing defacto ban on all 
Open House Signs.  

Because of safety-related staff 
concerns (and technical code drafting 
considerations that could produce 
unintended consequences involving 
other signage issues), the City is 
proposed to allow the signage in the 
right-of-way on street side planter 
strips as long as the signs are set not 
closer than 10-yards from the apex 
of the corner at intersections.  This 
should still allow drivers plenty of 
time to see the signs before they need 
to turn in order to proceed to the home 
that the broker is holding open.  The 
10-yards is based on a sight-distance 
triangle and traffic sight-distance 
safety considerations.
At the November 15th Land Use and 
Transportation Committee meeting 
the city staff told the City Council that 
the "street side planter strip" where 
brokers will be able to place their 
Open House signs if an amendment is 
approved is not just the "grass strip."  
It does NOT include the sidewalk 
behind the curb, but it DOES include 
asphalt, concrete, dirt, etc. behind the 
curb.  

...continued on facing page



3Protecting Your Real Estate Business & The Clients You Serve

first Quarter 2011

Real Estate Signage
Federal Way Administration Struggles To Fix Dysfunctional Sign Restrictions

...continued
So, Brokers would be able to put out 
safely-placed signs in the right-of-way 
behind the curb (as long as the signs 
are not on the sidewalk) even if there 
is no grass in/on the area designated 
in the code as the street side planter 
strip.  This should also be helpful 
in allowing more opportunities for 
placement of Open House signs.
In making its case to the City 
Council, the SEATTLE KingCounty 
REALTORS® noted that:
1. The signs are important for sellers 

who need to sell. The history of 
side-by-side comparisons in the 
Central Puget Sound region has 
demonstrated that jurisdictions that 
didn't allow effective Open House 
signage had significantly longer 
marketing times than adjacent 
jurisdictions that allowed effective 
signage.  That's an important 
consideration, because often the 
reasons a family needs to sell are 
urgent: loss of a job, a divorce, a new 
baby, a death in the family, a job 
transfer, etc.

2. The signs are also important for 
buyers who need to buy. As explained 
in the research that is discussed 
in White Papers the Association 
provided to the City, the signs are a 
critically important tool for buyers, 
and especially for 1st-Time Buyers.

3. The signs facilitate real estate 
transactions which provide an 
important source of funding for the 
City of Federal Way, including sales 
tax and Real Estate Excise Tax, or 
REET.  Research provided by the 
Washington REALTORS® indicates 
the statewide average tax receipts 
generated by a typical transaction 
are $15,000.  Of that amount, 
$11,000 goes to the state, and the 
balance of about $4,000 goes to the 
City.

4. In many areas of the City, there is 
simply no safe place to put up an 
Open House A-Board sign, except 
the planter strip in the right-of-
way.  As a result, despite the 2008 
amendments that allowed placement 
of signs in the right-of-way, the 
prohibition on use of the planter 
strip for safely-placed signs serves 
as a defacto ban on Open House 
Signs in those areas of the City.

5. Real Estate signs are commercial 
speech that enjoys constitutional 
protection.  The United States 
Supreme Court has said that 
the municipal right-of-way is a 
"quintessential" public forum for 
constitutionally protected speech.  In 
recent years, both Washington and 
Federal Appellate Courts have been 
consistently strong in supporting 
and protecting such speech.  City 
restraints on such speech are 
viewed with distrust by the courts.  
The courts have often presumed 
restraints on protected speech to 
be unconstitutional absent the 
municipality meeting its sole and 
exclusive burden of proof to provide 
a factual showing (not city opinion, 
but a factual showing) that such 
restraints (1) address a compelling 
public interest (2) are actually 
effective in achieving that interest, 
and (3) go no further in imposing 
restrictions than is necessary to 
accomplish the objective that is 
actually achieved by the regulation.  
In evaluating the appropriateness 
and necessity of the City prohibiting 
safely-placed signs on planter strips, 
the courts could take note of the fact 
that such signs are allowed in other 
King County and Central Puget 
Sound jurisdictions. 

6. The prohibition on safe-placement 
of the signs on planter strips creates 
a situation where homeowners and 
agents must either choose not to use 
the signage they need in order to get 
buyers to the home, or alternatively, 
to place the signage in areas that 
might be more problematic (such 
as on the shoulder between the 
curb and the fog line - if there is 
one - or on the sidewalk).  For that 
reason, the better alternative is 
to allow safely-placed signs on the 
street side planter strip.  It's in the 
agents' interest to ensure the signs 
are safely placed: The signs are 
expensive, and placing them where 
they are likely to fall or be hit is 
to invite agents incurring costs to 
replace the signs that agents cannot 
afford.
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S KCR has help worked with the 
Washington State Attorney 

General to craft legislation that would 
protect property owners in Washington 
State from eminent domain abuse.  
SKCR became aware of the need to act 
on this issue several years ago when 
a REALTOR® explained a proposal by 
the City of Seattle focused on southeast 
Seattle.   The city sought to implement 
a community renewal plan around two 
Sound Transit Light Rail stations.  
Nearly 100 acres of private property 
would first be declared “blight” and 
then would be taken from hundreds of 
individual property owners, including 
668 units of housing.
The land would be sold to private and 
quasi-public interests to redevelop 
--- in a manner more aligned with the 
city’s vision and timeline.
While REALTORS® are highly 
supportive of investments within cities 
to improve the economy and prosperity 
of the community, we vigorously 
oppose trampling private property 
rights.  
In Southeast Seattle, people were 
working hard to improve their 
community.  People with a tremendous 
racial, cultural and economic diversity 
were building on the success of 
the reenergizing neighborhood of 
Columbia City.  They were gaining 
momentum.  And they were doing it 
with limited resources.
Rather than working with the 
community to build on this success, 
the city drew lines and built a case for 
stigmatizing the neighborhood with 
a declaration of blight --- a critical 
step on the path to implementing a 
community renewal program.  A chart 
was produced that documented how

Southeast Seattle failed to meet the 
Seattle city-wide benchmarks in the 
areas of income, home ownership, 
employment, and quality building 
stock. 
The solution offered to the community 
was not a helping hand, but what 
amounted to a neighborhood-wide 
eviction notice.
The good news is that the community 
pushed back.  They succeeded in 
getting the city to back down.
But many other communities and 
individual property owners have not 
been so fortunate.
A dissenting opinion written many 
years ago by Dissenting Justice 
Rossellini in Miller v City of Tacoma 
(1963) holds true today---
“One man’s land should not be seized 
by the government and sold to another 
man so that the purchaser may build a 
better house, or enhance the beauty or 
aesthetic value according to the ideas 
of an artist or planner whose tastes 
have the sanction of government.”

During this legislative session, the 
Attorney General drafted and lobbied 
two bills that will take important steps 
forward in protecting the property 
owner and giving the owner the chance 
to correct problems on the property.  
State law would be amended to: 
• Clearly define “public use” and 

“economic development.”
• Prohibit the taking of private 

property for economic development.
• Adopt a “substantial factor” test 

for courts to use in determining 
whether or not a taking is for 
economic development purposes.

• Give property owners 120 days to 
improve blighted property before 
condemnation. This legislation 
would allow Washington property 
owners to appeal to a county 
Superior Court to remove a blight 
designation. The court will provide 
the property owner a reasonable 
amount of time to fix the problem. 
Once all conditions have been met, 
the court will remove the blight 
designation.

Like the 2009 and 2010 legislative 
sessions, these 2011 session bills 
face a difficult path to success due to 
opposition from members who consider 
these protections as too limiting on 
public agencies.  SKCR and WR will 
continue to fight for their passage.

Protecting Private Property from Eminent Domain Abuse

“One man’s land should not 
be seized by the government 
and sold to another man so 

that the purchaser may build 
a better house, or enhance 

the beauty or aesthetic value 
according to the ideas of 

an artist or planner whose 
tastes have the sanction of 

government.”

- Justice Rossellini

Land Use & Development Regulations
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T he City of Auburn is moving 
forward with consideration of 

an ordinance that would defer the 
collection of impact fees until closing of 
the sale for newly constructed homes.  
It’s part of an effort by the City to 
address the new reality that lenders 
will not finance soft costs, such as 
city fees and charges.  Absent a fee 
deferral, or additional builder equity, 
new housing projects are not likely to 
get built.
The City Council’s Planning and 
Community Development Committee 
has approved the ordinance which 
would defer park, transportation 
and school impact fees, as well as 
connection charges for water, sewer 

and stormwater.  The ordinance now 
moves to the City Council’s Municipal 
Services Committee. If approved there, 
it will then go to the Council’s Public 
Works Committee before being voted 
on by the entire City Council.
The Kent School District has expressed 
concerns about Auburn deferring 
school impact fees, and reportedly 
intimated that the District might 
consider legal action against the City.  
Under state law, school districts can 
request school impact fees, but the 
decision to approve school impact fees - 
and to set the amount of the fees, if any 
- resides exclusively with the city.  As 
an alternative to impact fees, schools 
can receive mitigation payments 

through the SEPA process, but to do 
so they must monitor development 
activities and participate in the review 
of development applications instead of 
relying on the cities to do that work for 
them.  
A new report on school impact fees 
(including the Kent School District’s 
Impact Fees) commissioned by the 
Masterbuilders and prepared by 
Washington State University is 
available at: 
http://www.masterbuildersinfo.
com/library/docs/news/Press_
Release/2011_0216ImpactFee%20
ReportFinal.pdf

Land Use & Development Regulations
Auburn Fee Deferral Proposal Continues to Move Forward

O n February 15th the Growth 
Management Hearings Board 

ruled the City of Black Diamond used 
a flawed process to approve the Master 
Planned Developments (MPDs) of The 
Villages and Lawson Hills which the 
Yarrow Bay Company plans to develop 
in the City.  Although the Hearings 
Board was complimentary of the 
extensive process the City used, the 
Board held the City failed to follow its 
own rules.  
In particular, the Hearings Board was 
critical of inadequate public notice, and 
the City bypassing its own requirement 
for the Planning Commission to hold 
a public hearing.  The City indicated 
the Board’s decision remands the issue 
to the City and requires the Planning 
Commission to hold a legislative 
public hearing (as opposed to a quasi-
judicial public hearing), and make a 
recommendation to the City on the 
proposed MPDs.  The City's ordinance 
adopted last year approving the MPDs 
was not invalidated by the Hearings 
Board.

Brian Ross, Managing Partner for 
Yarrow Bay, indicated in a newspaper 
advertisement (published in response 
to the Hearing Board’s decision) 
that the Company has filed a lawsuit 
appealing the Hearing Board’s decision 
because the process used by the City 
to approve the MPDs was adopted by 
ordinance in 2009. That ordinance 
was not appealed, so the actions 
taken in 2010 to approve the MPDs 
in a manner consistent with the City’s 
2009 ordinance are valid, said Ross.
In a highly unusual move, the Hearings 
Board also issued a concurring opinion 
that was highly critical of the conduct 
of attorneys in the case.

Black Diamond: Growth Hearings Board Rules Against 
City’s Process of MPDs
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New home energy efficiency 
website for REALTORS®  

SKCR invites members to  

become one of the first  

users of Green Home 

Advisor, a timely 

resource you can 

“brand” as your 

own and provide 

to current and 
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value-added  

service.

ĝreenhomeadvisor 
Tips for saving money on energy bills•	

Tips on increasing a home’s energy •	
efficiency	

Links to deals, rebates and incentives•	

Easy to navigate•	

Easy to personalize with your name, •	
photo and contact information

w w w. g re e n h o m e a d v i s o r. o r g

New home energy efficiency 
website for REALTORS®  

SKCR invites members to  

become one of the first  

users of Green Home 

Advisor, a timely 

resource you can 

“brand” as your 

own and provide 

to current and 
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ĝreenhomeadvisor 
New website tool helps you save 
energy and money
If saving money and living in a  
more environmentally friendly  
home are important to you, I invite 
you to visit Green Home Advisor:  
greenhomeadvisor.org 

I am proud to be among a group of 
REALTORS® who are committed to 
helping homeowners use less energy, 
save money, and take action to  
reduce household carbon emissions.

Access information about:

Increasing the energy efficiency • 
of your home, room by room

Home energy audits• 

“Deals, rebates and incentives”• 

Energy smart homes• 

Tips for designing and  • 
remodeling

ĝreenhomeadvisor.org
Printed on recycled paper
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Land Use & Development Regulations

T he Kent City Council is moving 
forward with a high-profile review 

of its Transportation Impact Fee 
program after businesses in the City 
complained that the fees were too high 
and unfair.
To address the concerns, the city staff 
has recommended the Council address 
issues related to imposition of impact 
fees, especially in connection with 
Changes of Use, Vested Projects and 
Empty Buildings.  The city staff has 
also recommended the City Council 
examine issues related to Credits for 
Prior Payments, Differential Rates 
for Downtown Development, Daycare 
Facilities and Suspension of Annual 
Increases.  The annual increases which 
the Council approved will result in 
dramatic automatic increases in the 

amount of transportation impact fees 
in coming years if left unchanged.
Kent, which adopted a Transportation 
Impact Fee in July, has drawn sharp 
and pointed criticism from the business 
community in recent months.  The 
controversy arose after businesses 
contacted the Kent Chamber of 
Commerce and shared concerns that 
the Chamber then forwarded to the 
City.  In making its case to the City on 
behalf of member-businesses, the Kent 
Chamber focused on:
• Actual examples of how the fee was 

turning businesses away from Kent,
• How the fee was resulting in Kent 

being viewed by commercial real 
estate brokers as a less-desirable 
high-cost choice for businesses 

making business relocation 
decisions, 

• The fact that the fee includes 
automatic increases through 2016 
that will result in Traffic Impact Fee 
exactions of $13,614 per peak hour 
vehicle trip when fully implemented, 
and

• The Chamber faulted the City for 
failing to establish appropriate 
funding priorities for the City's 
Transportation Improvement Plan. 

The City's Transportation Impact Fee 
for new single family residences is 
$3,702.  Hotels pay $2,472 per room, 
theaters must pay $144 per seat, and 
other business pay a fee based on gross 
floor area.

S KCR, along with the Master 
Builders Association and Kirkland 

Chamber of Commerce, worked with 
the City of Kirkland and the Lake 
Washington School District to craft a 
compromise solution on impact fees the 
district requested that the city collect.
The compromise includes the three key 
deal points:
1. Fees will be phased in over three 

years
• Year 1 will be 50% of the 

authorized rate (currently 
$6,250)

• Year 2 will be 80% of the 
authorized rate

• Year 3 will be 100% of the 
authorized rate

2. Fee collection will be delayed until 
June 1, 2011 (date of annexation)

3. Fees may be deferred until closing 
to reduce carrying costs (a 2-3x 
savings)

Background:
Lake Washington School District 
lies within the jurisdictions of 
Kirkland, Redmond, Sammamish and 
unincorporated King County.   All 
except Kirkland collect school impact 
fees.
Although Kirkland has not authorized 
collection of school impact fees, the 
District has utilized the SEPA process 
to negotiate impact fee payment for 
larger developments. The City has 
provided the District with notices of new 
developments that are subject to SEPA. 
The District has appealed City issued 
Determinations of Nonsignificance on 
the grounds that the developments 
will have significant school impacts. 
The appeals have typically been settled 
between the District and developer 
prior to an appeal hearing.

Kirkland is in the process of annexing 
Hill, Kingsgate and North Juanita.  If 
Kirkland were not to authorize school 
impact fees, the School District would 
lose impact fee revenue currently 
collected by the County.
Based on the District’s current Capital 
Facilities Plan, the impact fees 
requested are $6,250 for single family 
units and $1,732 for multifamily units.

Kent: Controversial Transportation Impact Fee Program Under Review by City

SKCR Helps Reduce School Impact Fees in Kirkland’s Annexation Area
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T he proposed Summit Place 
development in the Maple Valley 

“Donut Hole” continues to be a source 
of contention between the city of 
Maple Valley and King County.  The 
Donut Hole is an as-yet 160-acre 
unincorporated area owned by King 
County but located entirely within the 
city limits of Maple Valley.  The City 
is considering pre-annexation zoning 
and development regulations for the 
Donut Hole, including holding a public 
hearing this month.  Typically, before 
cities annex unincorporated urban 
areas they adopt pre-annexation zoning 
and development regulations that will 
control land use decisions as soon as 
the property is added to the city.
The County has objected to the City of 

Maple Valley’s approach, because:
(1) The City’s proposal would not vest 
an applicant’s rights in the Summit 
Place project until the prospective 
purchaser for the County’s 160-acre 
Donut Hole property (Yarrow Bay) 
submits a completed development 
application to begin construction.  
The County wants the developer to be 
vested at the time the Master Planning 
for the area is approved.  Otherwise, the 
standards could change between the 
time the Master Planning is approved 
and the time the developer submits 
an application to begin construction.  
Conversely, the City is concerned 
about preserving its ability to address 
changing circumstances, including 
but not limited to requirements that 

the City meet new state and federal 
mandates for items such as stormwater 
management; and
(2) The County is concerned that the 
City’s proposed ordinances do not 
include a Transfer of Development 
Rights (TDR) program for the Donut 
Hole area.  King County believes a 
TDR program is required by a “Joint 
Agreement” with the City for Master 
Planning of the Donut Hole area the 
City anticipates annexing.

Maple Valley and County Continue to Spar Over “Donut-Hole”

SEATTLE KingCounty REALTORS® 
is the official NAR Ambassador 

Association to the four nationwide 
real estate associations in Japan 
and is coordinating REALTORS® 

relief efforts. 

Our purpose is to enable 
REALTORS® to show a unified 

effort in supporting the people of 
Japan in their time of great need.

visit nwrealtor.com to learn more.

Shown: Sendai before/after tsunami. Image 
courtesy of google-latlong.blogspot.com

REALTORS® 
JApAn DiSASTER 

RELiEf
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The Realtors Environmental Council (TREC)  - 
SAvE-THE-DATE

M ore than 40 SKCR members 
are anticipated to restore and 

improve the natural environment 
at Everest Park in Kirkland 
on Friday, October 14th, from 
approximately 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m.  The upcoming planting project 
at Everest Creek marks the fifth 
annual “on the ground” activity of The 
REALTORS® Environmental Council 
(TREC), a combined educational/
volunteer initiative of the SEATTLE 
KingCounty REALTORS®.  SKCR 
established TREC to be a nonprofit 
affiliate to promote environmental 

stewardship among REALTORS®, its 
affiliate members and homeowners, 
and to support projects and policies 
to preserve a healthy natural 
environment.  This year’s TREC project 
is significant because it represents 
an important partnership with one 
of King County’s cities, and our local 
jurisdictions are suffering from the 
financial inability to maintain critical 
parks.

To volunteer for this project, or for 
additional information, please call 
SKCR at 425-974-1011.

REALTORS® to Assist with Landscaping at Everest Park in Kirkland

THE REALTORS®

ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL

T he SKCR-endorsed Lake 
Washington School District’s 

Capital Facility levy (February 8th) 
was passed with 60.75% of the vote, 
well over the required 50% plus one.  
The vote authorizes a six year levy 
measure totaling $65.4 million.  Funds 
will relieve district overcrowding by 
funding the construction of additions 
to Redmond and Eastlake High 
Schools, and a new small secondary 
school that will emphasize science, 
technology, engineering and math.

News releases issued by SKCR and 
published in newspapers informed 
voters of the importance of passing 
this levy.  Good schools are the first 
thing homebuyers ask us about.  Good 
schools are essential for preserving 
the value of family homes.  They are 
critical for economic vitality and job 
creation.  Schools unify and define 
communities.  But most important, 
quality schools are crucial to the 
futures of our students.

Thank You for Supporting Strong Schools

Schools

SEATTLE KingCounty 
REALTORS® enhances 

the ability of our 
members to conduct 

business successfully 
through effective 

legislative advocacy.
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E lections in 2011 will be for city 
councils and the county council.

Elections in 2011

T he SEATTLE KingCounty REALTORS® Voting 
Guides will be mailed to SKCR members prior 

to the 2011 primary and general elections.  Your 
REALTOR® Voting Guide includes information 
on election races, including which candidates 
earned endorsements through your Association of 
REALTORS®.  

SKCR Voting Guides

Political Affairs

B ill Bryant has 
been re-elected 

to serve as President 
of the Port of Seattle 
Commissioners, and 
Rob Holland has 
been elected by the 
commissioners to 
serve as Vice-President.
Gerald Robison has been elected to the 
Burien City Council to replace Kathy 
Keene who is retiring and resigned to 
move to Florida.  Robison is a property 
and real estate lawyer who has served 
as vice-chair of the Burien Planning 
Commission, was a founding member 
of the North Highline Unincorporated 
Council and is a past president of the 
White Center Chamber of Commerce.

Jurisdictions Select 
Leaders

M embers of the SeaTac City 
Council are continuing to 

study a proposal to consolidate 
five departments into a single 
new Community and Economic 
Development Department.  
The position of Planning Director 
(which was held by Steve Butler, 
who no longer works at the City) was 
eliminated by the Council, and Cindy 
Baker was appointed to head the new 
combined department.

Deputy Mayor Gene Fisher asked 
for additional time to consider the 
consolidation plan proposed by Interim 
City Manager Todd Cutts because the 
number of division manager positions 
in the new combined department could 
increase personnel costs above current 
levels.

SeaTac Examines Proposal to Consolidate Departments

In Other News

✰ c o n t e n t s ✰

Summary of Endorsements  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2 - 3
Key to REALTOR® Voting Guide  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3
U .S . Senate  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4
State Supreme Court  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4
Congressional District Map  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4
Legislative District Map  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4
U .S . Congress  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5
State Legislature  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6 - 14
Lake Forest Park Prop 1  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9 
King County Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 14
Perks of Membership .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 15
Interview Questionnaire .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 16

___________________

Y o u r  R E A L T O R ® 
V o t i n g  G u i d e  

o f f e r s  y o u :
Information on which candidates support 
your business and support issues to expand 
home ownership opportunities .

___________________

D o n ’ t  F o r g e t 
t o  V o t e !

  P r i m a r y 
E l e c t i o n  i s 

A u g u s t  1 7 ,  2 0 1 0 !

p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  Seattle K i n gC o u n t y RealtORS ®

R E A LT O R ®
V O T I N G  G U I D E

p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  e d i t i o n  2 0 1 0



GOVERNMENTAL & PUBLIC AFFAIRS

The REALTOR® Governmental Affairs Reporter is a quarterly publication produced by the SEATTLE KingCounty REALTORS®

 to inform members about current issues and successes within your Governmental Affairs Department. 
Our next publication will be released in July 2011.

Please call David Crowell at (425) 974-1011, ext. 704, if there are any local legislative issues that need SKCR’s attention.

Our objective is to enhance REALTOR® profitability by improving the regulatory climate and 
the political support for housing affordability, quality of life, private property rights and economic vitality.

Evangeline Anderson,  van@vananderson.com,
2011 vP of Governmental & Public Affairs

Joan Probala, joan@joanprobala.com,
2011 vP-Elect of Governmental & Public Affairs

David Crowell dcrowell@nwrealtor.com,
Staff Director

Governmental & public Affairs Leadership
Sam Pace, sampace@concentric.net

Randy Bannecker, randy@bannecker.com

Local Legislative Housing Advocates 

public Relations Specialist

Cheri Brennan, cheri4pr@sprynet.com

SEATTLE KingCounty REALTORS®  |  12410 SE 32nd Street, Suite#100, Bellevue, WA 98005  |  425.974.1011  |  realtor@nwrealtor.com  |  nwrealtor.com

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT WWW.NWREALTOR.COM

Attend the RPAC Auction at Pickering Barn in Issaquah on Thursday, August 11th.   
Silent auction, great food & wine tasting starts at 5 p.m. and the live auction starts just after 6 p.m.  
All proceeds from the auction will support RPAC, which supports REALTOR®-endorsed candidates on 
the local, state and federal levels. As of the end of February, SKCR has raised $41,650 for RPAC

summer Auction, August 11th

REALTORS ® Pol it ical  Action Committee (RPAC)

RPAC funds are utilized to help support REALTOR®-endorsed candidates in their elections at the local, state and national 
(congress and senate) levels.  RPAC is not funded by REALTOR® dues – only through your voluntary investments.


