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Voting Guide

REALTORS® don’t just sell homes. We 
sell Neighborhoods and Quality of Life. 
REALTORS® know that Quality of Life 
begins with a good job in a company that 
has a great future. Homes are where those 
jobs go at night. That’s why it’s so important 
to have elected officials who understand the 
key contribution that jobs and housing make 
to healthy, vibrant communities.

We need elected officials who share our 
REALTOR® values, and who appreciate 
the hard work you do as a real estate 
professional. So, members of the Association 
look at the voting records of elected officials. 
And it’s why your REALTOR® colleagues 
interview candidates who are running for 
office. This REALTOR® Voting Guide lets 
you know who stood up to stand with us, 
and who will walk-the-talk by working with 
us to build strong communities where the 
American Dream is within reach for families.

To help identify these current and future 
elected officials we look at the voting 
record of services of incumbents who have 

demonstrated consistent support for the 
community and neighborhood values we all 
share. In addition, to get a better sense of 
how other elected officials and candidates 
might respond to future challenges, we 
interviewed them and asked them about 
the kinds of issues embodied in the 
interview questions on the last page of this 
REALTOR® Voting Guide. Their answers to 
the questions were scored by REALTOR® 
Association members participating in the 
interviews. Further, the interviewers also 
provide an endorsement recommendation 
for each race that was formally considered 
by the Association’s governmental affairs 
committee that is open to all SKCR 
members. 

Every candidate who has been endorsed 
received a super-majority, 2/3 vote at the 
government affairs committee because 
of their commitment to economic vitality, 
housing opportunity, housing choices, an 
efficient real estate market, responsible tax 
policy, healthy neighborhoods, and vibrant 
communities.
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KING COUNTY ASSESSOR
*Lloyd Hara             Endorsed; Rating: 86

KING COUNTY COUNCIL
District 2
*Larry Gossett            Early Endorsement

District 6
*Jane Hague              Early Endorsement

District 8
*Joe McDermott         Early Endorsement

PORT OF SEATTLE
Position 2
*Courtney Gregoire    Early Endorsement

STATE LEGISLATURE
District 30, Position 2
Terri Hickel (R)       Endorsed; Rating: 86

CITY OF AUBURN
Position 1
*Largo Wales             Early Endorsement

Position 3
*Bill Peloza                Early Endorsement

Position 5
*John Holman            Early Endorsement

CITY OF BELLEVUE
Position 1
*John Stokes             Early Endorsement

Position 3
*John Chelminiak       Early Endorsement

Position 5
Michelle Hilhorst     Endorsed; Rating: 92

Position 7
*Jennifer Robertson   Early Endorsement

CITY OF COVINGTON
Position 3
*Margaret Harto        Early Endorsement

Position 7
*Jeff Wagner              Early Endorsement

CITY OF DES MOINES
Position 4
*Jeremy Nutting         Early Endorsement

CITY OF FEDERAL WAY
Position 7
*Dini Duclos               Early Endorsement

CITY OF KENMORE
Position 5
*David Baker              Early Endorsement

CITY OF KENT
Position 3
*Les Thomas             Early Endorsement

CITY OF KIRKLAND
Position 4
*Toby Nixon               Early Endorsement

CITY OF 
LAKE FOREST PARK
Position 2
*Catherine Stanford   Early Endorsement

CITY OF REDMOND
Mayor
*John Marchione        Early Endorsement

Position 1
*Hank Myers              Early Endorsement

Position 3
*Hank Margeson        Early Endorsement

Position 7
*David Carson           Early Endorsement

CITY OF RENTON
Position 4
Ryan McIrvin                             Endorsed

Position 5
*Ed Prince                  Early Endorsement

CITY OF SEATAC
Position 5
*Dave Bush                Early Endorsement

CITY OF SEATTLE
District 1
Shannon Braddock                   Endorsed

District 2
*Bruce Harrell                           Endorsed

District 3
Pamela Banks                           Endorsed

District 4
Rob Johnson                             Endorsed

District 5
Kris Lethin                                 Endorsed

District 7
*Sally Bagshaw                         Endorsed

District 8
*Tim Burgess                            Endorsed

District 9
Alon Bassok                              Endorsed

CITY OF WOODINVILLE
Position 2
*Les Rubstello           Early Endorsement

(*) Asterisk denotes incumbent

SUMMARY OF ENDORSEMENTS
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Early Endorsement

Awarded to incumbents who have exemplary legislative voting 
records on real estate and land use issues.  Consideration for 
early candidate endorsements is made by the SKCR governmental 
affairs committee and receives final approval by the governmental 
affairs committee subject to a super-majority vote.

Endorsed

Pro-REALTOR® candidates who support legislation to encourage 
housing affordability and availability, increased homeownership 
opportunities, economic vitality, quality of life and support and 
issues that make your business more successful and profitable.  
Endorsements were awarded after REALTORS® conducted 
interviews with candidates and by super-majority vote approval by 
the SKCR governmental affairs committee. 

Candidate Ratings

Numeric ratings represent an average of interview panelists’ scores 
based on responses to the questionnaire seen on page 11.  Ratings 
are based on 100 points maximum.  The candidate rating system 
is utilized in King County jurisdictions by SKCR.  REALTORS®  
who have invested in REALTOR® PAC conduct interviews with 
candidates. Candidate ratings from one election race should not 
be compared with candidate ratings in different election races 
because the composition of interview team members varies by city 
and election races.   

Candidate Rating Guide 

100:  Highest score/rating. 

 90-point range: Represents excellent candidates on 
real estate issues. 

 80-point range: Represents very good candidates who 
demonstrate support on most real estate issues. 

 70-point range:  Represents candidates that could 
be rated as “good” but do not demonstrate the level of 
support as candidates who score higher. 

 60-point range: Candidates demonstrating an average 
level of knowledge and philosophy on real estate issues 
and land use issues. 

 Unavailable: Candidate prevented from attending 
interview due to conflicting schedule. 

 No Show:  Scheduled an interview but did not call to 
cancel and did not attend.

 Declined: Candidate did not accept an invitation for a 
candidate interview. 

 No Response: Candidate was contacted but did not 
respond to our phone calls (may have been out of town 
or may not have been interested in interviewing).

 Canceled: Candidate scheduled an interview but called 
to cancel scheduled interview.  

INTERVIEW VOLUNTEERS

SEATTLE KingCounty REALTORS® wishes to thank the following REALTORS® for their participation 
in interviewing candidates in communities where they help families and businesses with their real 
estate needs:

Shane Davies
Carolyn Edmonds

Dave Elliott
Kathi Jones

Dahni Malgarini-Logar

Jim Muir
Phyllis Ohrbeck

Sam Pace
Kathleen Powell

Larry Powell

Joan Probala
Shari Song

Roni Strupat
Kathi Swarthout

Dan Wingard

NOTE: REALTOR®-endorsed 
candidates were invited to 
submit a photo and a candidate 
statement. All interviewed 
candidates were invited to submit 
a candidate statement for our 

voting guide. Not all candidates 
listed in your Primary Election 
Edition of the REALTOR® 
Voting Guide will appear on your 
Primary Election ballot.  Your 
Primary Election ballot will list 

election races where there are 
3 or more candidates running 
for a particular office.  SEATTLE 
KingCounty REALTORS® may 
conduct additional candidate 
endorsement interviews after the 

primary election in the following 
jurisdictions: Port of Seattle, 
Bothell, Federal Way, Issaquah, 
Kent, Maple Valley, SeaTac and 
Shoreline. Please watch for your 
general election voting guide. 

UNDERSTANDING YOUR VOTING GUIDE
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King County Districts Map
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Seattle Districts Map
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Legislative District 30 Map
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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL
DISTRICT 2

*Larry Gossett Early Endorsement 
253.227.4954 Larrygossett.org

I have had the privilege of being an elected 
member of the King County Council for nearly 
21 years, and I am excited about the opportunity 
to represent the people of District 2 for another 
four years. Through the combined efforts of the 
community and organized Realtors, we must 

continue to deal with the challenge of expanding the availability of 
affordable housing for the residents of ML King Jr. County.

DISTRICT 6
*Jane Hague Early Endorsement 

Electjanehague.com

Over the last decade, I have worked hard as 
The Eastside’s Advocate to deliver real results 
for Eastside families and businesses. I’m 
proud to receive the early endorsement of the 
Seattle King County REALTORS® and I would 
be honored to have your vote.

DISTRICT 8
*Joe McDermott Early Endorsement 
206.937.4184 JoeMcDermott.org

Currently, I am in my 5th year on the King 
County Council, serving my 4th year as Chair 
of the Council’s Budget & Fiscal Management 
Committee, and second as Vice Chair of 
the Council. I am running for re-election to 
continue my hands-on work providing improved 

transportation and transit, environmental stewardship, and public 
safety to all of King County’s residents.

PORT OF SEATTLE
Position # 2
*Courtney Gregoire Early Endorsement 
206.395.6506 Courtneygregoire.com

STATE LEGISLATURE
30th DISTRICT, Pos. 2

Teri Hickel Endorsed; Rating: 86 
253.259.4638 TeriHickel.com

I have been a community leader in the Federal 
Way area for over 20 years, and I’ve seen 
inspiring examples of leadership and hard 
work during my time building a non-profit 
organization Advancing Leadership, serving 
as interim CEO of the Federal Way Chamber 

of Commerce and as an active parent of two daughters in Federal 
Way Public Schools. My priorities this upcoming session are 
education, the success of small business, and transportation – 
progress in these areas will improve the quality of life for all the 
residents in our communities.

30th DISTRICT, Pos. 2
*Carol Gregory Rating: No response

KING COUNTY ASSESSOR
*Lloyd Hara  Endorsed; Rating: 86 
206.726.8053 LloydHara.com

Since you elected me Assessor, I have fulfilled 
our original promise and built a reputation as 
one of the best Assessor offices in the nation, 
winning 8 national awards for innovative 
technology and highest standards in appraisal 
practices. In keeping with our groundbreaking 

practices, we recently launched LocalScape.property, a dynamic 
mapping tool that combines housing, education, census, and 
economic data into one useful GIS portal and I would be honored 
to once again have your support! 

John Wilson  Rating: 76 
206.369.7677 Wilson4assessor.com

The Department of Assessments has lost its technology lead 
under the incumbent, placing in jeopardy fair and accurate 
setting of property taxes. John Wilson has a proven record of 
innovation and success while he was Chief Deputy Assessor 
so he will get the agency back on the technology track, 
ensure accurate tax setting and will be a champion for senior 
and disabled veteran homeowners and affordable housing. 
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CITY OF BELLEVUE
Council Pos. #1
*John Stokes Early Endorsement 
425.644.5987 Johnstokes.org

Council Pos. #3
*John Chelminiak Early Endorsement 
425.941.5468 Johnworksforyou.com

It has been an honor to serve Bellevue and 
continue to make this city a great place to raise 
a family or grow a business. I look forward to 
another four years keeping Bellevue one of the 
best cities in the Northwest.

 
Council Pos. #5

Michelle Hilhorst Endorsed; Rating: 92 
425.243.9402 Michelle4Bellevue.com

As a working mom of three young children, I am 
clearly invested in Bellevue’s future by making 
sure we have smart growth while protecting 
Bellevue’s character that makes us love to 
call Bellevue HOME. With my experience at 
my children’s school PTSA, my longstanding 

community advocacy for my neighborhood association and as 
the Vice Chair of Bellevue’s Planning Commission, I am very well 
qualified to represent Bellevue’s citizens and businesses on the 
City Council and will work to make Bellevue an even better place 
to live and work.

Council Pos. #5
Vandana Slatter Rating: 80 
425.777.0579 Vandanaslatter.com

As a biotech professional, I’ve learned to analyze data and find 
solutions to complex problems; as a longtime community volunteer, 

I’ve learned to tackle issues with passion and teamwork; and as 
a mom, I’ve learned to listen-and focus on the future. I’m running 
for Bellevue City Council to combine these skills and work as an 
effective, collaborative and forward-looking leader, and I’m excited 
to do my part to help our growing, dynamic and diverse residents, 
businesses and neighborhoods.

Council Pos. #5
Sherry Grindeland Rating: 73 
425.747.0810 Sherrygrindeland.com

Bellevue needs my community-focused leadership style to bring 
collaboration and communication to the city. As a long-time 
volunteer, I understand neighborhood and business issues, 
particularly housing challenges, and pledge to find workable 
solutions.

Council Pos. #7
*Jennifer Robertson Early Endorsement 
206.919.5283 RobertsonForCouncil.com

My background as a municipal and land use 
attorney and as the wife of a commercial 
real estate broker makes me aware of the 
importance of a healthy real estate market 
to the regional economy. As a Bellevue City 
Councilmember, I have worked hard to create 

fair and balanced regulations, economic vitality and a high quality 
of life for the people of Bellevue and I would like to thank the 
REALTORS® for the continued support.

CITY OF AUBURN
Council Pos. #1
*Largo Wales Early Endorsement

Council Pos. #3
*Bill Peloza Early Endorsement 
253.939.1478 

Buying your own home is a practical way to 
invest and plan the family’s future financial 
portfolio. It also adds to the family’s “Quality of 
life” and community involvement.

Council Pos. # 5
*John Hayes Holman Early Endorsement 
253.833.4728 

Auburn has weathered the Great Recession 
and emerged in strong financial shape. We must 
wisely manage our inevitable growth, create 
a business environment that encourages job 
growth and have the courage to be innovative.
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CITY OF COVINGTON
Council Pos. #3
*Margaret Harto Early Endorsement 
253.631.3217 

Council Pos. #7
*Jeff Wagner Early Endorsement 
206.276.9640 

CITY OF DES MOINES
Council Pos. # 4

*Jeremy Nutting Early Endorsement 
206.947.0609 Jeremynutting.com

Thank you to the Seattle King County 
REALTORS® for their support and 
endorsement. We have made great strides 
over the last year to simplify processes, refine 
regulations and ordinances and update building 
and zoning codes, all in an effort to attract and 

retain home owners, businesses and jobs in the Des Moines area.

CITY OF FEDERAL WAY
Council Pos. #7

*Dini Duclos Early Endorsement 
253.740.0124 Diniduclos.com

I continue my past successful efforts on the 
Council to assure that City Codes around 
REALTOR® sign placement, Open House 
times and other issues vital to a robust 
real estate presence in Federal Way are 
maintained. I continue to be sensitive to the 

housing industry (having advocated for time of sale permit fees 
in the past), and building and construction issues, particularly 
since I am the sole Council member with extensive housing and 
development experience.

CITY OF KENMORE
Council Pos. # 5

*David Baker Early Endorsement 
206.226.4321 

Safe streets, pleasant neighborhoods, places 
to play and recreate, and protecting the 
environment is the theme of my philosophy. I 
have helped move Kenmore forward without 
raising taxes; currently I am on the governing 
board of the National League of Cities and the 

Association of Washington Cities, and I will continue to foster 
a healthy economic climate and work to improve street while 
addressing sidewalks, bus and bicycle lanes.

CITY OF KENT
Council Pos. # 3

*Les Thomas Early Endorsement 
253.854.3623 

Over the last twelve years, it has been my 
incredible opportunity to serve the citizens of 
Kent as your city councilmember, and with your 
help and vote I pledge to continue to lessen 
the tax burdens for all our citizens. Some of 
my many accomplishments include: Downtown 

Station, ShoWare Center, the new Platform Apartment complex, 
expansion of Green River College, Town Square Plaza with the 
Rotary ball, upgrading of Wilson field and the development of 
the Service Sports Complex on 288th, and the formation of over 
twenty-five “Neighborhood Councils.”

CITY OF KIRKLAND
Council Pos. #2
Jason Chinchilla Rating: 80 
425.202.6119 Votechinchilla.com

With your support I’ll bring fresh energy to the Kirkland council 
and help keep Kirkland family friendly with a diverse supply of 
housing that serves all members of our community. Home 
ownership provides a solid foundation for Kirkland and I will work 
for safe neighborhoods, affordable property taxes, necessary 
infrastructure investment, reduced red tape and streamlined 
development processes to encourage future home ownership.

Council Pos. #2
*Shelley Kloba Rating: 79

Council Pos. #2
Jory Hamilton Rating: Unavailable

Council Pos. #2
Bill Henkens Rating: Unavailable

Click here to 
Register to Vote!

http://www.kingcounty.gov/elections/register.aspx
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CITY OF KIRKLAND
Council Pos. # 4

*Toby Nixon Early Endorsement 
206.790.6377 Tobynixon.com

I’m committed to responsible and sustainable 
budgets that provide the quality services you 
expect, with public safety our top priority, 
and I will continue to work for policies that 
accommodate innovation and growth while 
protecting the character and livability of 

Kirkland’s neighborhoods and our unique environment. 

CITY OF LAKE FOREST PARK
Council Pos. #2
*Catherine Stanford Early Endorsement 
206.363.6022 

CITY OF NEWCASTLE
Council Pos. # 1
Linda Newing Rating: 75 
425.572.0017 Lindanewing.com

I believe it is critical we prioritize goals and strategic priorities 
such as sound financial planning, government transparency, 
safe infrastructure, public safety, sustainability and improved 
communication to the community. I want to be your voice to 
ensure accountable decisions are made based on logic, reason 
and knowledge.

Council Pos. # 1
Victoria Sandoval Rating: 72 
425.260.9050 Sandovalforcouncil.info

I am looking forward to continuing my work in Newcastle. As your 
council woman, service is key factor to my approach; I am eager 
to hearing your concerns and taking action for a better Newcastle.

CITY OF REDMOND
Mayor

*John Marchione Early Endorsement 
425.890.9373 Johnmarchione.com

I am running for re-election to continue what 
we started: creating a dynamic downtown and 
expanding our transportation system while 
maintaining a sustainable budget. In my next 
term we will convert the one-way couplet into 
two-way streets and build a downtown park.

Council Pos. #1
*Hank Myers Early Endorsement 
425.830.4265 hank@electhankmyers.org

Council Pos. # 3
*Hank Margeson Early Endorsement 
425.765.6975 Friends-of-hank.com

I believe it is important for Redmond to continue 
to grow in a managed and thoughtful manner 
in order to provide a variety of housing stock. 
We need to preserve our traditional residential 
neighborhoods and accommodate dense 
growth in our two urban centers where public 

transportation can support the land uses.

Council Pos. #7
*David Carson Early Endorsement 
206.484.8480 Carson4Council.com

I want to thank the members of the Seattle 
King County REALTORS® for its early 
endorsement for Redmond City Council in 
2007, 2011 and again this year. Your support 
is greatly appreciated because you create 
the very marketplace where would-be home 

buyers connect with builders and private sellers and that means 
you’re at the heart of how communities are built.

CITY OF RENTON
Council Pos. # 4

Ryan McIrvin Endorsed 
425.306.4444 Ryan4renton.com

With over 10 years’ experience working in 
government, community organizing, and non-
profit advocacy, Ryan has the knowledge and 
dedication to public service needed to serve on 
Renton City Council. Ryan works professionally as 
the Government Affairs Director of the Snohomish 

County-Camano Association of REALTORS® and currently serves 
as Vice-Chair of the Renton Human Services Advisory Committee.

Council Pos. # 5
*Ed Prince Early Endorsement 
206.478.3802 Edprinceforrenton.com
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CITY OF SEATTLE
Council Pos. #1

Shannon Braddock Endorsed 
206.682.7328 ShannonForD1.com

My vision for District 1 – and Seattle more 
broadly – is a place where people of all 
ages and all income levels have an equal 
chance to thrive. As Chief of Staff to County 
Councilmember Joe McDermott and a 
mother of 3 children, all of whom attend 

Public Schools, I understand that making the right choices on 
transportation, growth, affordability, education and other critical 
issues today is the key to preserving the high quality of life our 
residents deserve – that is why I am running for city council.

Council Pos. #2
*Bruce Harrell Endorsed 
206.817.5155 electbruceharrell.com

As a Seattle City Councilmember, I am a 
strong advocate for small businesses, the 
creation of jobs and creating a pathway for all 
of our residents to own their own home. I will 
do everything in my power to rebuild a strong 
working class and fight for our neighborhoods 

to have a great inventory of housing, great schools, and a 
transportation infrastructure that accommodates our growth.

Council Pos. #3
Pamela Banks Endorsed 
206.920.5824 Electpamelabanks.com

For over 30 years, I worked for and with the 
city of Seattle, community activists, business 
leaders and nonprofit organizations to 
create real change in the areas of affordable 
housing, efficient public transportation, high-
quality public education and living wage jobs 

in Seattle. As a 20-year Central District resident, I’ve witnessed 
the changing neighborhoods of the 3rd District and I look forward 

to building more relationships based on transparency and 
accountability with all of our residents and small businesses to 
create safe, progressive, thriving communities.

Council Pos. #4
Rob Johnson Endorsed 
206.920.9578 Rob4seattle.com

I’m a 5th generation Seattleite, urban 
planner, and transportation advocate that is 
fighting to make our city a more affordable 
and accessible place to live through transit 
solutions. I’m proudly endorsed by elected 
officials such as Dow Constantine and Jessyn 

Farrell, environmental organizations such as the Sierra Club and 
Washington Conservation Voters, organized labor in UFCW 21, 
IAM 751, and ATU 587, and business groups such as CASE, the 
Seattle Restaurant Alliance, and the Seattle Hotel Association.

Council Pos. #5
Kris Lethin Endorsed 
206.686.5515 Kris4district5.com

A 17-year real estate professional seeking to 
create opportunities and remove obstacles 
to wealth formation for the people of Seattle. 
Property rights are the basis of wealth 
formation and must be protected; thank you 
for supporting my effort!

Council Pos. #6
No endorsement recommendation

CITY OF SEATAC
Council Pos. #5

*Dave Bush Early Endorsement

As a REALTOR® it has been a privilege 
representing you on the SeaTac City Council 
the past four years. I would be honored to 
receive your vote again this year.

 

Primary Election is  
August 4, 2015

For information and voting registration,  
address changes and more visit:

http://www.kingcounty.gov/elections/registration

King County Elections Department
(206) 296-VOTE

Register & Vote

http://www.electbruceharrell.com
http://www.kingcounty.gov/elections/registration
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CITY OF SEATTLE
Council Pos. #7

*Sally Bagshaw Endorsed 
206.641.6062 Sallybagshaw.com

My primary goals for the next four years as your 
Seattle Councilmember are to: 1) Make Seattle 
a safer and more civil place for everyone to live 
and work; 2) Reduce traffic congestion; and 
3) Coordinate our human services to make a 
livable downtown and extended neighborhoods 

for those of us who live, visit and work here. As a downtown 
resident for the past 15 years and as an elected Councilmember, I 
am working to make Seattle a safer and more civil place to be for 
everyone, including the creation of Civil and Safe in Seattle and 
working closely with the Mayor and his office to make public safety 
and public health priorities. 

Council Pos. #8
*Tim Burgess Endorsed 
435.729.9090 ElectTimBurgess.com

Tim Burgess is a pragmatic, effective leader 
who gets good things done for Seattle. He 
believes in a strong housing market in order to 
meet the needs of a growing Seattle which is 
why he has been endorsed by the Seattle King 
County REALTORS®.

Council Pos. #9
Alon Bassok Endorsed 
206.356.1331 Alonbassok.com

Alon Bassok, Ph.D., is an urban planner 
with a focus on real estate and sustainable 
transportation. Since moving to Seattle in 1997, 
Alon has lived in multiple Seattle neighborhoods 
and managed small businesses in Ballard and 
Queen Anne.

CITY OF WOODINVILLE
Council Pos. #2
*Les Rubstello Early Endorsement 
206.790.2496 

LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY
Governmental & Public Affairs advocacy team recognized 
nationally as the most effective in the country among local 
trade associations.

LEGAL SERVICES
The Legal Affairs Hotline provides legal advice on over 75 
real estate related topics and is no charge for individual calls. 
Hotline (800) 562-6027 | legalhotline@warealtor.org  
or visit the Legal Hotline Library www.warealtor.org

EDUCATION
Classes that help you earn designations, ensure competency, 
nationwide recognition and increased profitability!

CODE OF ETHICS
The one factor that distinguishes REALTORS® from 
other real estate agents. The Code of Ethics is universally 
recognized by practitioners, lawyers and laymen alike as 
the measure of professionalism in real estate. 

PUBLICATIONS
Exclusive access to regional and national news and 
publications filled with articles, marketing, housing statistics, 
tools and tips to help improve your business. 

REALTORS® 
POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE
REALTOR® PAC is one of largest PAC’s in Washington 
State and provides financial support to REALTOR®-
endorsed candidates on local, state and national levels. 
Legislative and regulatory successes for the real estate 
industry are largely due to RPAC’s efforts.

DISCOUNTS ON PRODUCTS & SERVICES
Get great deals on insurance and legal programs, financial 
services, safety, technology, telecommunications, business 
needs programs and much more!

Joining your REALTOR® Association earns you 
benefits on the local, state and national level.

Go to nwrealtor.com or call (800) 540-3277

THE PERKS OF REALTOR® 
MEMBERSHIP

http://www.nwrealtor.com
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1. What are the two or three most important changes needed for the 
City, and what are your plans for their implementation?

2. What specific additional actions are needed for the City to foster 
the creation of new jobs and housing?

3. Median priced King County homes and condos are $480,000 and 
$272,000 respectively. These prices are well above what a median 
family income can afford.

Please discuss your views on the Law of Supply and Demand as it 
relates to keeping the price of housing affordable to working families 
who want to live in the city and what measures would you pursue.

4. The Puget Sound Regional Council forecast says more than 1.6 
million Additional people will be coming to this area.  That will be like 
adding the current population of Portland to our existing region.

Under the Growth Management Act, cities are obligated to regularly 
update comprehensive plans and zoning and development regulations 
to accommodate a fair share of new housing construction consistent 
with population projections.

In light of the growth that’s coming, and the city’s obligation to 
accommodate more housing to meet the housing needs of all economic 
segments of the population, what kinds of changes should the city make 
to ensure that workers and families in all economic segments of the 
population will have a place to live that they can afford? 

5. The next set of questions is a “Lightening Round” involving housing 
supply and housing affordability. Tell us whether you agree, or disagree, 
with the following strategies designed to ensure there is enough housing 
in the city that families can afford to meet the actual market demand for 
housing:

1. Upzone when median household incomes can’t afford median housing prices 
in the City for 3 years running

2. Support changes to state law to upzone 
unincorporated urban areas based on 50-
year population forecasts, rather than 20-year 
population forecasts as a means to encourage 
investment and  redevelopment

3. Require areas around Link Light Rail Transit 
Stations to be zoned for vertical mixed use with 
ground floor retail, below 2 floors of office, with 50 
units/ acre housing on top

4. Make it easier  to add ADUs that are at-scale with the neighborhood

5. Establish or expand a Multifamily Tax Exemption Ordinance within your city

6. As REALTORS®, on a daily basis we see how tough it is to get a 
sale closed.  

As a result, we’re very concerned about government adding new Point-
of-Sale requirements that are not related to the sale. For example: In 
addition to a Home Inspection, some cities want to require selected 
homeowners (ONLY families who are trying to sell their home) to 
conduct an energy audit, disclose the results, and then upgrade every 
item identified in the audit (costs estimated at $4,000 to $20,000 per 
home). Otherwise, the family would not be allowed to sell their home. 
Such Point-of-Sale requirements unfairly tell sellers they alone must 
shoulder the responsibility to solve the whole community’s broad public 
policy challenges. While we support progressive public policy goals like 

energy efficiency, we do not believe those goals should be implemented 
when people are in the middle of a complicated and stressful real estate 
transaction.

What is your position on Point-of-Sale mandates?

7. Temporary Open House real estate signs are one of the most 
important ways people find the home they eventually buy, and they’re 
also important for Federal Fair Housing.  The following four questions 
concern real estate signage:

Do you support the use of temporary off-premise Open House Signs 
that are displayed during Open House Hours?

Are there any additional restrictions or fees that you feel should be 
placed on the use, size or location of these Open House Signs in the 
city?

Are there any of the current restrictions or fees on Open House Signs 
you believe should be removed or modified?

8. Many cities continue to search for new revenue, particularly to 
address needed and aging  infrastructure. Some have suggested that 
the answer to the financial challenges facing the City is: 

•	 To increase taxes, and/or 

•	 To seek authority from the voters or the Legislature for new taxes.

Would you please tell us whether you agree, or disagree, with the 
following:

1. Increase Property Taxes

2. Add or increase a B&O tax

3. Add or increase a “Head Tax” (also called a 
job creation penalty tax)

4. Add or increase Impact Fees

5. Add or increase Permit Fees

6. Add or increase Utility Fees and/or connection charges

7. Increase the Real Estate Excise Tax and/or divert it to purposes other than 
capital construction of infrastructure (such as maintenance and operations)

9. Briefly tell us about your campaign, including:

•	 How much money have you raised, and how much is still in the bank?

•	 What’s your campaign budget?

•	 Who is your campaign consultant?

•	 Which elected officials, if any, have endorsed you?

•	 What organizational endorsements, if any, have you received?

•	 What one thing will give you the winning edge?

10. If offered to you, would you accept the REALTORS®’ Endorsement 
and Funding from our PAC (REALTOR® PAC)? Why or why not?

CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE 
INTERVIEW QUESTIONNAIRE

Click to view additional questionnaires:

 Yes No  Not Willing 
To Say

 

 Yes No  Not Willing 
To Say

 

http://www.nwrealtor.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/2015-KC-Assessor-Questionnaire.pdf
http://www.nwrealtor.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/2015-Candidate-Interview-Questionnaire-Legislature.pdf
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