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The Seattle King County REALTORS® is working 
with local cities and King County to support higher 
levels of inventory for REALTORS® to sell. Why? 
Because the inadequate supply of inventory 
(homes and condos) available for homebuyers 
to purchase continues to be a major problem for 
working families, and for REALTORS®. 

The shortage of properties available for purchase 
is causing home prices (and rents) to continue to 
skyrocket. In many areas of King County median 
prices on “closed sales” increased more than 9% 
last month, compared to what prices were just one 
year ago.

A stable real estate market requires a 4 to 6 month 
supply of properties available to buyers. But the 
NWMLS reported that “countywide” during July 
there was only a 1.8 month supply of homes and 

condominiums for sale in King County. Southwest 
King County had the highest inventory levels with a 
1.64 month supply, while the city of Seattle had only 
a three-week supply.

Adding new construction inventory can be a 
complicated and lengthy process that sometimes 
involves annexations, the city purchasing 
development project locations and then entering 
into an agreement with a developer (which can be 
similar to what happened with Kent Station and the 
catalyst blocks in Downtown Auburn), amendments 
to comprehensive plans, and modifications to 
development regulations. 

The following are representative examples of such 
activities the REALTORS® are actively monitoring, 
and where helpful weighing-in to move the effort 
forward.

Seattle King County REALTORS® 
is working to ensure that public 
policies support homeownership 
and your business’s bottom line. 
Contact Governmental & Public 
Affairs Director David Crowell, 
dcrowell@nwrealtor.com, with any 
local legislative issues that may 
need our attention. The next issue 
will be released in December 2015.

In this issue:

Seattle Housing Proposals Now Move to the 
City Council >

Federal Way Annexation of Lakeland South >

Covington Town Center Plan Includes 1,000 
New Units >

Kent’s Mayor Cooke Appoints New Financial 
Sustainability Task Force >

Seattle Elections > 

More Inventory for REALTORS® to Sell
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Seattle Housing Proposals Now Move to the City 
Council: Seattle King County REALTORS® Urges 
Increased Supply
The July release of Mayor Murray’s housing 
affordability plan received considerable criticism 
in the press with regards to the single family 
zone; however, the majority of recommendations 
address appropriate areas for upzones in order 
to build 50,000 new homes in Seattle over the 
next 10 years, including 20,000 income qualified/
affordable units.

The Mayor’s Housing Affordability and Livability 
Agenda (HALA) committee’s proposed initiatives 
include a mandatory inclusionary housing program 
requiring affordable units in new residential 
developments and a commercial linkage fee 
imposed on commercial developers to fund 
the production and preservation of affordable 
housing. Other strategies involve doubling the 
Seattle Housing Levy, and maximizing surplus and 
underutilized public property for affordable housing.

“REALTORS® have pushed for many of the strategies 
in the HALA report for several years. We agree 
affordable housing is essential to preserving our 
city’s diversity,” said Tyler McKenzie, president of the 
Seattle King County REALTORS®, but added, “Our 
approach to getting there is based on principles of 
fairness, flexibility and incentives.”

Seattle King County REALTORS®, along with a 
coalition of real estate industry partners known as 
the Coalition for Housing Solutions, has worked for 
months with Mayor Murray and representatives of 
HALA to craft a series of proposals that will increase 
the supply of housing for the city.

Shortly after the mayor announced his 
unprecedented goal of 50,000 units, the industry 
coalition issued a statement supporting the goal, 
but saying a robust housing strategy must be rooted 
in how private and supported markets deliver 
affordable housing. The alternatives suggested 
by the Coalition for Housing envisions developing 

solutions to the housing affordability crises that 
do not merely establish new sources of revenue 
for subsidized housing, but instead emphasizes 
the need to increase housing supply and offers 
incentives for such production.

“Our coalition’s proposals are rooted in market 
based solutions,” McKenzie emphasizes. “Our 
approach includes increasing residential density 
through appropriately targeted upzones and 
expanded residential development flexibility.   New 
development fees should be considered when 
accompanied  by an increase in zoned capacity 
that creates added supply and increased value for 
the project.   In addition, expanding the voluntary 
Multifamily Tax Exemption program will offer tax 
relief for on-site affordability.”

Next steps in the process for Seattle

The HALA recommendations include many of 
the strategies suggested by the Coalition and 
compromises on others.   The Seattle City Council 
now has the task of acting on the recommendations 
by choosing which ones to implement by City 
ordinance.  Seattle King County REALTORS® intends 
to be engaged in every step of this process.

“The HALA report is not perfect, but it is vastly 
superior to the original linkage fee proposal that 
would tax all new development. Such taxes are likely 
to severely chill the market and preclude housing 
opportunities so desperately needed by consumers,” 
says McKenzie. “We will continue our advocacy 
efforts to ensure that housing opportunities exist for 
our growing region.”

For more information, see below:

• Housing Seattle: A Roadmap to an Affordable 
and Livable City- Proposed by Mayor Ed Murray

• Seattle Housing Affordability and Livability 
Agenda, Final Advisory Committee 
Recommendations To Mayor Edward B. Murray 
and the Seattle City Council

• HALA Recommendations for Single Family Zones

http://coalitionforhousingsolutions.com/
http://murray.seattle.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/HALA_ActionPlan_2015.pdf
http://murray.seattle.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/HALA_ActionPlan_2015.pdf
http://murray.seattle.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/HALA_Report_2015.pdf
http://murray.seattle.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/HALA_Report_2015.pdf
http://murray.seattle.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/HALA_Report_2015.pdf
http://murray.seattle.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/HALA_Report_2015.pdf
http://murray.seattle.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/HALA-Recommendations-for-Single-Family-Zones.pdf
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Annexations
Stated simply, an annexation involves a city 
expanding the boundaries of its “city limits” to 
include urban lands that were previously under 
the control of King County. When the annexation 
occurs, the city takes over the responsibility 
to provide municipal service, as well as the 
opportunity to receive taxes generated within 
the annexed area (including property, sales and 
excise taxes). 
But the city also assumes responsibility for 
planning the land uses, and adopting development 

regulations, that will control the supply of new 
homes that is available for REALTORS® to sell. 

Even if the initial motivation is not additional 
development of homes, over time the annexed 
areas tend to see development activity at density 
levels consistent with the rest of the city. In other 
cases, such as Covington’s annexation of the 
Hawk property, new development is front and 
center as the reason for the annexation.

City of Covington Hawk Property Annexation
Reclamation and re-development of the Hawk 
property in the city of Covington is expected to result 
in the creation of a new urban village with mixed 
use residential and commercial development.

The Hawk property includes 212 acres located 
southeast of Hwy 18 on the northern border of the 
city of Covington. It consists of the former Lakeside 
gravel mine now undergoing reclamation, an asphalt 
batch plant and a highway interchange. 

In May, the city received a petition and application 
from Oakpointe (the owner of the property) to annex 

two parcels, comprising approximately 80 acres of 
the 212 acre site. This action follows the completion 
of an Environmental Impact Statement that is part of 
a SEPA “planned action” to provide a streamlined 
environmental review.

City staff reviewed the annexation application for 
consistency with the City’s code and comprehensive 
plan, and is assisting the Planning Commission 
in conducting a technical review and holding a 
public hearing before the Commission makes a 
recommendation to the City Council. That hearing 
was originally scheduled for the end of July, but 
has been delayed. Assuming the City Council 
gives its approval, the proposal will be submitted 
to the Boundary Review Board. Upon approval by 
the Boundary Review Board the City Council can 
adopt an ordinance formally annexing the land 
and adjusting the City limits. That, in turn, will give 
homebuilders the green light to begin adding new 
inventory to the market.

Federal Way Annexation of Lakeland South
Federal Way’s potential annexation of Lakeland 
South could provide an increased supply of homes.

The city of Federal Way’s potential annexation of the 
Lakeland South area includes more than half of Lake 
Killarney, Pond-A-Luce-A Stables; the Twin Cedar, 



12410 SE 32nd Street, Suite 100  |  Bellevue, WA 98005  |  Main 425.974.1011  |  nwrealtor.com4

Issues & Impacts

Killarney Woods and Kloshe Illahee mobile home 
parks, Rainier View Elementary, Lakeland Elementary, 
Sequoyah Middle School, Fire Station 61, South King 
County Baseball Fields, Five Mile Lake and park, and 
Lake Geneva and park. 

Annexation advocates say the owner of a $250,000 
home would save about $150 annually in taxes.

A much larger area – which included the Lakeland 
South area – was proposed for annexation in 2007, 
but that effort was unsuccessful by a fairly wide 
margin. That 2007 proposal for the East Federal 

Way Proposed Annexation Area would have 
affected 20,000 people, compared to the 7,000 that 
live in the Lakeland South area that is the focus of 
the current annexation effort. King County supports 
the current effort which would require the approval 
of the city of Federal Way. Federal Way Mayor Jim 
Ferrell indicated his is open to the idea.

Seattle’s Proposed Annexation of the North 
Highline Area
Seattle is trying to scoop up a piece of the 
unincorporated North Highline Area (known as the 
Duwamish Industrial Area), and the City of Tukwila 
isn’t pleased. 
Back in 1995, Tukwila formally amended the City’s 
comprehensive plan to indicate its desire to annex 
the area. Only later did Seattle announce it too 
wanted to annex the area. (For more on the dispute 
between the cities, visit: http://www.nwrealtor.
com/2015/06/29/north-highline-annexation/)

The two sides battled it out before the Boundary 
Review Board at a public hearing on July 20, 2015, 
at which the Board considered Seattle’s Notice of 
Intent to Annex. But the issue was not resolved 
because the Boundary Review Board continued the 
hearing so that additional written materials could 
be submitted until mid-August. At some future date 
the Boundary Review Board will make its decision.

Federal Way:
Town Center Plan Includes More Inventory
Combined with the Federal Way Transit Center, 
there are now 21 acres available for the city to 
expand new market-rate housing.

“We are taking bold action – and prudent risks – 
to make good things happen,” says Federal Way 
Mayor Jim Ferrell. 

Cities Purchasing Land for Housing Development 
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In November of 2014, the Federal Way City Council 
voted to acquire a 7.48 acre parcel adjacent to the 
soon to be developed Performing Arts and Events 
Center in Downtown. In addition, the City has 
acquired property for a park site. Combined with 
the Federal Way Transit Center, there are now 21 
acres available for the City to create growth and 
revitalization of Federal Way’s downtown, which 
will include new market-rate housing and will be 
known as the Federal Way Town Center. The City 
is seeking to encourage strategic investment in 
a compact environment that contains a variety of 
uses and creates a unique sense of place.

The new Town Center will consist of four different 
elements, including: 

•	 Town Center I— A 700 seat Performing Arts 
and Conference Center and hotel

•	 Town Center II— A 4-acre Town Square Park 
•	 Town Center III— A 9-acre Mixed-Use 

Development including market-rate 
residential, specialty retail, office and civic 
space, and 

•	 Town Center IV— A 1-acre Transit-Oriented 
Development

The effort envisions a dense mix of uses featuring 
a conference hotel for the Performing Arts 
and Conference Center along with housing, 
educational/classroom space, specialty retail, civic 
uses and open space. 

The City is seeking a Master Developer to purchase 
the property to manage the development of Town 
Center-3 and enter into agreements for the sale or 
long term ground lease of property and structures. 
The sources of revenue to pay for the development, 
management services and infrastructure 
improvements should be from revenues generated 
by the development itself. The City is expecting the 
selected Master Developer to pay for the property 
and fund the effort. 

Covington:
Town Center Plan Includes 1,000 New Units
Like the city of Federal Way, Covington is also 
moving forward with plans for a new Town Center 
that will include new housing opportunities. A new 
study commissioned by the city says:

“The Town Center developments will add a significant 
amount (up to 1,000 new units) of housing to the 
city. Adding this critical component will contribute 
significantly to the goal of providing for mix of land 
use and places for people to live, work, and play that 
will ultimately improve the quality of the experience 
in the area.”

In Covington’s case, the development will be on land 
for which the City has a “right of first refusal,” rather 
than on land the City already owns our-right.

Covington’s plans include a pedestrian friendly, well-
connected, and amenity-rich area centered around 
a “main street” concept. The City says the Town 
Center is intended to have a mix of uses to provide 
a complete and balanced urban experience capable 
of supporting a range of employment, and retail and 
entertainment activities, for city residents and the 
broader Southeast King County area.

The property that is the focus of Covington’s effort is 
currently occupied by Covington Elementary school 
(located south of Safeway) and is owned by the Kent 
School District. The School District will need to pass 
a bond measure to pay for a replacement school, 
which could be submitted to the voters as early as 
next year. Once that happens, the City expects to be 
in a position to move forward.

In the meantime, the City is aware that the effort will 
require the commitment of significant public resources 
needed for the basic infrastructure to accommodate 
the new development, especially regarding the need 
for upgraded transportation, parks, and other public 
infrastructure. 
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As part of the effort to address the infrastructure 
challenges, the City commissioned a study to 
assess the best path for moving forward, and found:

•	 The land use designations in the 
Comprehensive Plan for the Town Center 
District are appropriate to accommodate 
the new Town Center

•	 The Town Center District encompasses 39 
parcels with mixed-use zone areas that will 
accommodate $500 million of new, direct 
investment in combined residential and 
commercial uses with a likely built-capacity 
of:

 > Up to 1,000 new housing units 
 > Shops, eating and beverage 

establishments, and restaurants in 
250,000 square feet of retail space, 
and

 > Businesses occupying up to 
600,000 square feet of office space  

•	 The professional and technical businesses 
occupying those offices spaces could 

generate nearly $200 million in annual 
revenue. This amount of business spending 
could support approximately 2,000 jobs in 
the area. Full build-out of the retail space 
could attract nearly $60 million annually 
in consumer spending to the area while 
supporting nearly 500 jobs in retail and 
other personal and consumer services. 

•	 The infrastructure study identified 11 
transportation projects and three parks 
projects that will be important for the 
success of the effort. The total cost of 
the identified projects is $94.4 million. 
Specifically: 

 > Parks projects cost a total $20.5 
million, and 

 > The 11 transportation projects cost a 
total $73.9 million 

The success of implementing the Town 
Center transportation and parks projects 
will depend largely on steps the City can 
take to raise, administer, and leverage 
revenue from local sources. 

Development Regulations Affect Supply of Homes for REALTORS® to Sell
Newly constructed inventory can help to ease the 
shortage of homes and condos to sell, but whether 
or not those new units will reach the market will 
depend in significant measure upon the regulations 
in the Comprehensive Plans and Development 
Regulations adopted by each of the 39 cities in King 
County. 

State law requires each King County city’s 
Comprehensive Plan to be updated by July 1, 
2015. Seattle King County REALTORS® continue 
to work to influence those updates to expand the 
opportunities to construct new housing. Most of the 
cities completed this required work by the deadline, 
but some, like Maple Valley, continue to finish up.

Maple Valley Comprehensive Plan:
Designations for Master Planned Developments
REALTORS® are supporting changes to the 
“Housing Element” of the City’s Comprehensive 
Plan that have been recommended by the Planning 
Commission. 

The modifications would increase multifamily 
units in order to meet the County-wide goal of 
accommodating housing affordable to all economic 
segments of the population. 

By including senior housing in the mix, the additional 
units could be achieved in ways that minimize adverse 
impacts on the school district and traffic congestion, 
which are significant concerns for the City. 
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It would also encourage new private investment 
in areas that are currently zoned for commercial 
development but have not been able to attract any 
solid development commitments during the last 8 
years. The approach would also help to increase 
both the short term and long term tax revenues for 
the City over what would likely be received relying 
upon only commercial development.

Kent Adopts New Garage Setback Rules Requested 
by Builders. Will Make Building New Homes More 
Predictable, Easier and Less Expensive
The Kent City Council’s Economic and Community 
Development Committee has approved a set of 
options for “diminished garage alternative design 
guidance.”
 
The change was sought by the Masterbuilders (with 
support from the REALTORS®) because the rules will 
establish concrete options in the code, rather than 
placing homebuilders in the position of having to 
wonder whether or not city officials would exercise 
their existing powers of “flexibility” to approve the 
builder’s home plans.

Kent City Code section 15.02.106 defines diminished 
garage doors as follows:
 
“…a garage in the rear portion of the lot accessed via 
a common driveway between lots; or a side access 
garage where the front facade facing a public area 
is finished with a window or other architectural 
feature; or a garage accessed via a rear alley; or a 
garage set back no less than ten (10) feet from the 
front facade of the home; or other design strategies 
which similarly diminish the prominence of the 
garage and are approved by the planning manager. 

In order to provide more predictability to builders 
wishing to utilize the “other design strategies” 
option, the following additional options are now 
formally available: 

•	 General Requirements for diminished 
garages: 

 > Diminished garage designs shall 
include at a minimum three of the 
elements listed below, one of which 
shall be a Major Element. 

 > Garage doors shall not be located 
closer to the front of the lot than the 
first floor living space of the home. 

•	 Major Elements: 

 > Garage setback at least 4 feet behind 
all other areas of first floor living 
space. 

 > Garage that comprises no more than 
50% of the linear width of the front 
façade of a home. 

 > Eaves or other roofline structure that 
extends at least 24-inches forward of 
the garage door. 

•	 Minor Elements: 

 > Windows across the width of each 
garage door with garage painted 
within the color scheme of the home 
(other than white). 

 > For dwellings designed with a three 
car garage, one of the doors setback 
at least two feet behind the other 
garage doors. 

 > Minimum 24 inch deep trellis or 
pergola over garage door. A covered 
porch attached to the main entry that 
is at least 50 sq ft. and five feet deep. 

 > Pillars set apart from the house, 
flanking the garage doors finished 
with stone or other similar masonry 
product to a height of to 36” above 
ground level 
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Impact Fees: The Law Has Changed
To Help Improve the Opportunity to Build New 
Single-Family Homes
The 2015 State Legislature has passed, and 
Governor Inslee has signed, Senate Bill 5923 which 
requires counties, cities, and towns collecting 
impact fees to adopt and maintain a system for the 
deferred collection of impact fees for single-family 
detached and attached residential construction.

The change is especially important because - in the 
wake of the great recession - lenders are reluctant 
to lend on soft costs, such as impact fees. Banks 
are concerned that in the event the builder defaults, 
the funds lent to pay for impact fees provide no real 
tangible asset that can be sold in order for the bank 
to recover its funds. 

The reluctance of banks to extend credit to pay for 
such ‘soft costs’ means (1) the homebuilder must 
come up with more “front money equity” in order 
to build the home, or (2) the home doesn’t get built, 
which is a problem for REALTORS® and their buyers.

The new law allows counties, cities, and towns using 
the deferral process to withhold certification of final 
inspection, certificate of occupancy, or equivalent 
certification until the impact fees have been paid in 
full. The deadline for most of the new law’s provisions 
is September 1, 2016, so local governments have 
time to develop a deferral system that best meets 
statutory requirements and local objectives.

Other Good News about New Housing Inventory 
Coming to the Market
Groundbreaking of the remaining phases of Burien 
Town Square will bring new market rate housing 
units.
The City of Burien - in partnership with Merrill 
Gardens, Pillar Properties and Legacy Partners - is 
now able to celebrate the groundbreaking of the 
remaining phases of Burien Town Square. 

•	 Construction of the market rate housing 
units is underway on the site, and 

•	 Construction began on May 29 on the 
Merrill Gardens senior living community, 
which is expected to be complete by late 
summer of 2016. 

Once finished, the two developments will complete 
the Town Square vision which already includes City 
Hall, Burien Library, Burien Town Square Condos, 
and Town Square Park. 
The two properties will bring inter-generational 
living to the downtown area with Merrill Gardens 
126 independent, assisted living and memory care 
apartments alongside the 228 market-rate units. 
Both developments will include limited retail on the 
ground level as well as underground parking. 
Seattle-based Merrill Gardens currently has 25 
operating communities in six states with ten new 
communities under development. Construction is 
currently underway in Auburn on a similar Merrill 
Gardens facility, which is expected to open during 
summer 2016.

Local News
Covington: City Wrestles with How to Pay for 
Parks and Recreation
Covington is seeking help from citizens to guide 
the growth of recreation and parks in its city.

The Covington City Council has a long-standing 
desire to provide quality recreation and park 
services to the community. But over the years 

voters in the City have rejected the creation of a 
park district (with new taxing authority) as well as 
other funding options. As a result, at various points 
in time during the relatively young city’s history, 
Covington has had to eliminate youth recreation 
programs and close parks due to lack of funding 
tat also resulted in layoffs of more than 25% of the 
city staff.
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Protecting Your Business

So, as the Parks and Recreation Department 
currently proceeds with updating its 6-year strategic 
plan - known as the Parks, Recreation and Open 
Space (PROS Plan) - the city is seeking help from 
citizens to guide the growth of recreation and parks 
in Covington. The council envisions a citizen-based 
effort to recommend strategies for creating the stable, 
sustainable funding stream needed to develop and 
operate recreation and parks in Covington.

The Parks and Recreation Priorities Advisory 
Committee (PRePAC) will consist of approximately 
15 community members, local business owners, and 
students from Kentlake, Kentwood, and Tahoma high 
schools.

The PRePAC will be able to use information from the 
strategic plan to determine the city’s financial needs 
for parks and recreation - both for operations as well 
as capital investments. Other topics the PRePAC 
will likely consider are “How should Covington’s 
parks and recreation system grow to meet the 
community’s adopted goals, and how should we pay 
for it?” Ultimately, the committee will provide a report 
that includes the city’s adopted goals for parks and 
recreation services and facilities, and a recommended 
action plan for obtaining needed revenue.

Kent’s Mayor Cooke Appoints New
Financial Sustainability Task Force
Kent Mayor Suzette Cooke appoints members to 
the Financial Sustainability Task Force charged 
with providing recommendations on the city’s long-
term financial sustainability.

In the wake of the City Council voting (1st) not to include 
a B&O Tax hike in the city of Kent’s 2015 budget as 

the Mayor had requested, and then (2nd) overriding 
the Mayor’s veto of an ordinance that will constrain 
the Mayor’s use of B&O taxes, Mayor Suzette Cooke 
announced at a July 22nd City Council meeting 
the appointees to Kent’s newly formed Financial 
Sustainability Task Force. 

The task force is charged with educating and engaging 
the community, and providing recommendations on 
the city’s long-term financial sustainability. The City 
Council approved the Mayor’s appointees.

According to Mayor Cooke, Kent’s service-delivery 
model dates back to the 1960s and 1970s when the 
American economy was booming, state sales-tax 
laws favored warehouse/distribution centers, and 
tax-limiting initiatives were a couple decades away. 
“The economic landscape has changed,” said Cooke.

“The city’s share of property tax collections – our 
largest revenue source – is limited to growth of 1% 
per year. Inflation averages 3%. Additionally, in 2009 
the state changed the way local sales tax revenue 
is allocated to cities. The new destination-based 
system eliminated most of the sales tax revenue 
generated from our local warehouses from profiting 
Kent - resulting in a loss to the city of $12 million per 
year. This is where the structural problem lies. We are 
asking the community, through this task force, to help 
us solve this challenge,” Cooke said.

The Task Force must prepare a draft report by May 1, 
2016 for public review and comment, followed by a 
final report to the Mayor and City Council by June 30, 
2016. The Task Force will disband at that time. The 
regular meeting dates and times will be determined 
by the members. 

Elections in 2015
Laws govern the way in which you conduct your 
business and affect your bottom line. Laws are 
made by elected officials. This year elections will 

be conducted for the county council, city councils 
throughout King County, Port of Seattle, and one 
legislative district in King County. 
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REALTORS® don’t just sell homes. We sell 
neighborhoods and Quality of Life. 

REALTORS® know that Quality of Life begins with a 
good job in a company that has a great future. Homes 
are where those jobs go at night. That’s why it’s so 
important to have elected officials who understand 
the key contribution that jobs and housing make to 
healthy, vibrant communities.

We need elected officials who share our REALTOR® 
values, and who appreciate the hard work you do 
as a real estate professional. So, members of the 
Association reviewed voting records of elected 
officials. And it’s why your REALTOR® colleagues 
interviewed candidates running for office.

Seattle King County REALTORS® awarded 37 
endorsements to local candidates in the primary 
election 35 of which succeeded to the general 
election.

Please watch for your REALTOR® Voting Guide, 
which will be mailed out in October.

Seattle District Elections
Will Seattle district elections change the landscape 
on the city council?

Seattle is changing the way it elects city 
councilmember from citywide elections to seven 
candidates elected from districts and two candidates 
elected citywide. For the nine positions up for 
election, 47 candidates filed for the primary election. 
The primary election has narrowed the field of 47 
candidates to 18 in Seattle’s seven council districts 
and two at-large positions. Six of Seattle King 
County REALTORS® seven endorsed candidates will 
advance to the general election.
Note: We are in the process of evaluating candidates 
in Districts 5 and 9 for endorsement purposes.

Here are the match-ups for November:
 
District 1

•	 Shannon Braddock – Endorsed by Seattle 
King County REALTORS®

•	 Lisa Herbold
District 2

•	 Bruce Harrell – Endorsed by Seattle King 
County REALTORS®

•	 Tammy Morales
District 3

•	 Pamela Banks – Endorsed by Seattle King 
County REALTORS®

•	 Kshama Sawant
District 4

•	 Rob Johnson – Endorsed by Seattle King 
County REALTORS®

•	 Michael Maddux 
District 5

•	 Sandy Brown
•	 Debora Juarez

District 6
•	 Catherine Weatbrook
•	 Mike O’Brien

District 7
•	 Sally Bagshaw – Endorsed by Seattle 

King County REALTORS®
•	 Deborah Zech-Artis

Position 8
•	 Tim Burgess – Endorsed by Seattle King 

County REALTORS®
•	 Jon Grant

Position 9
•	 Lorena Gonzales 
•	 Bill Bradburd

REALTORS® Political Action Committee (RPAC)
NEW! An Easy, Quick Way to Protect Your Business 
- REALTOR® PAC ONLINE

Introducing a new secure, online REALTOR® PAC 
(RPAC) investment site making it easier than ever 
for busy REALTORS® to protect their business. 

https://realtorparty.realtoractioncenter.com/site/Donation2?df_id=3820&3820.donation=form1&JServSessionIdr004=0fnz6zae81.app339b
https://realtorparty.realtoractioncenter.com/site/Donation2?df_id=3820&3820.donation=form1&JServSessionIdr004=0fnz6zae81.app339b
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We can’t all go to 
Washington DC, the 
state Capital or even 
our City Halls while 
government leaders 
are making decisions 
that affect our industry; 

but while we are busy, REALTOR® PAC can fight for 
us and for our clients. Please make an investment of 
$50, $100 or $500 to ensure that when government 
acts there is no harm to real estate, no new taxes 
and no added, unnecessary complications to 
the real estate transaction. Visit: http://www.
realtoractioncenter.com/rpac/?referrer=http://
www.nwrealtor.com

Our sincere gratitude to Rich and Nanette Bergdahl 
for hosting the summer REALTOR® PAC auction, 
which raised $17,625!

SKCR has raised over $230,000 for the REALTOR® 
PAC in 2015. Please invest in REALTOR® PAC at 
www.warealtor.org/government/political-affairs/ 

Issues & Impacts is a quarterly publication 
produced by SKCR to inform members about 
current issues and successes within your 
Governmental Affairs Department. Our next 
publication will be released in December 
2015. The 2015 VP of Governmental & Public 
Affairs is David Irons davidirons@cbbain.com, 
VP-elect of Governmental & Public Affairs is 
Shane Davies myagent@windermere.com, staff 
director is David Crowell dcrowell@nwrealtor.
com, and our local legislative housing advocates 
are Sam Pace sam@sampace.com and Randy 
Bannecker randy@bannecker.com. Please call 
David Crowell at (425) 974-1011 ext. 704 if there 
are any local legislative issues that need SKCR’s 
attention. 

Check out the new 
nwrealtor.com!
On September 8, Seattle King County REALTORS® 
launched our new website for members and unveiled 
an updated brand that embodies the enduring 
service that REALTORS® provide to consumers.

“The Board is committed to improving our 
communication with our members and the public,” 
said Tyler McKenzie, 2015 President. “The new brand 
and new website are just the start of a campaign to 
reinforce how important REALTORS® are to the real 
estate transaction and how our members advocate 
for homeowners and those families who wish to be 
homeowners.”

Over the past year, we have worked to make all of 
our resources easily available to members. The new 
website has a user-friendly calendar incorporating all 
of our events and classes which allow for enhanced 
access to all of our education options. The site 
also features a prominent display of the exclusive 
marketing tools available to REALTORS® through 
their membership. The improved News Center will 
feature the latest industry information, whether local, 
state or national.

The News Center will serve as a portal for all real 
estate news, including legislative and legal news 
that impacts the real estate transaction. Articles and 
advocacy alerts will be easily filtered by category 
and a tagging system, so a broker can find the latest 
real estate news in Kent, Bothell, or Des Moines. All 
of our quarterly advocacy reports will also be shared 
and archived in the News Center.

“We are spotlighting the Association’s services to 
members and consumers,” said Sam DeBord, our 
2016 President-Elect who has been at the helm 
of the rebrand effort over the past year. “The new 
website and brand messaging are tightly focused on 
the tools and resources that help REALTORS® sell 
more homes, and help consumers enjoy the benefits 
of homeownership.”

http://www.realtoractioncenter.com/rpac/?referrer=http://www.nwrealtor.com
http://www.realtoractioncenter.com/rpac/?referrer=http://www.nwrealtor.com
http://www.realtoractioncenter.com/rpac/?referrer=http://www.nwrealtor.com
mailto:davidirons@cbbain.com
mailto:dcrowell@nwrealtor.com
mailto:dcrowell@nwrealtor.com

