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REALTORS® Urge “Yes” Votes on Funding Measures 

 for Six School Districts in King County  
 

BELLEVUE, Wash. (Jan. 14, 2014) – SEATTLE KingCounty REALTORS® voted to endorse funding 

measures from six school districts in King County. The action to support the levies and bonds came in 

response to formal requests and presentations from representatives of the districts. All the proposals are 

on the ballot for the Feb. 11 special election.   

 

At the December meeting of SKCR’s Governmental & Public Affairs Committee, the association was 

asked to consider the six requests, an unusually high number, according to David Crowell, the 

association’s director of governmental and public affairs. “One of the core values of our diverse and 

active membership is protecting and improving the quality of life in our area. High-quality schools are an 

integral part of that, and a concern in every neighborhood we serve, so Realtors are keenly interested in 

creating and maintaining top-notch schools.” 

 

The endorsements include: 

 Auburn School District – Technology Capital Projects Levy; 

 Bellevue School District – Educational Programs and Operations Levy, Technology and Capital 

Projects Levy, Phase III Capital Construction Bond; 

 Issaquah School District – Renewal Maintenance and Operations (M&O) Levy, School Bus 

Levy, Renewal Capital Levy (for classroom technology and critical repairs); 

 Kent School District – Replacement Educational Programs and Operations Levy, and 

Replacement Technology Levy; 

 Lake Washington School District – Educational Programs and Operations Levy, Capital 

Projects Levy, Bond Measure (for new classroom space and replacement of aging schools); 

 Northshore School District – for Renewal Education Operations Support Levy, School 

Technology Levy, and Capital Projects Bond (for construction of a new high school, renovations 

and security improvements, and reconfiguration of grade levels district-wide). 

“Realtors know first-hand about the value of good schools,” said Larry Christensen, the 2014 president of 

SEATTLE KingCounty REALTORS®, in announcing the endorsements. He said Realtors are mindful of 

taxpayer budgets, so in considering endorsement requests they look beyond statements of need. “Track 

records on academics and fiscal matters are also reviewed,” Christensen stated. 

 

“School districts need to be mindful of employability standards,” Christensen emphasized, noting all the 

districts that sought Realtor endorsement demonstrated achievements in addressing diverse needs and 

interests. “We were impressed by the curriculum, programs and tools being offered to help prepare 

students for living and working in a dynamic global environment,” he commented. 
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Sam Pace, a Realtor with Executive Real Estate and a housing specialist for SKCR, said the quality of 

schools is often the first thing homebuyers ask about. “Buyers know that good schools not only help to 

define communities, they also support higher home values,” he commented, adding, “It’s not just families 

with school-age kids that are concerned about the quality of schools when buying a home. Savvy buyers 

know that quality schools will be a factor in the sales price when it’s time to sell.” 

 

Another Realtor, Michael Orbino, a member of SKCR’s Governmental & Public Affairs Committee and a 

mentor in the Bellevue School District, also commented on the importance of quality schools. 

“Supporting school levies is not a matter of altruism – it’s economics,” he stated.  

 

Pace, in his role as a housing specialist, reviews research on the relationship between home values and 

schools. Among several reports, he cited a January 2013 study published by The Reinvestment Fund 

(TRF), which found overall school quality, as measured by test scores, is positively related to the price of 

housing. 

  

Collateral Analytics, a Honolulu firm that specializes in analyzing real estate data for financial institutions 

and investors, has examined connections between schools and home values. The company concluded that 

during housing downturns, “areas with exceptional schools tend to hold their value better than the market 

overall.”  Moreover, homes associated with great schools generally sell faster, in good markets and bad, 

according to company president Michael Sklarz.  

 

Crowell said recommendations on school funding measures require a formal request from district 

officials, campaign representatives, or from a Realtor member. As part of the endorsements, Realtors 

pledge to help with campaigns to promote “yes” votes.  

 

The SEATTLE KingCounty REALTORS
®
, with approximately 5,000 members, is a local board of the 

National Association of REALTORS® (NAR). Its members adhere to a strict Code of Ethics and 

participate in matters at all levels of government that affect private property rights, housing supplies, 

affordability and homeownership opportunities. Membership is voluntary, and only members may use the 

term REALTOR®, which is a licensed collective trademark.  
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