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December 2, 2015 
 
Mayor Bassett 
Members of the Council 
City of Mercer Island 
9611 SE 36th Street 
Mercer Island, WA 98040 
 
Dear Mayor Bassett and members of the Council: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed development moratorium for consideration on December 
7th. 
 
The Seattle King County REALTORS® wishes to express its opposition to the imposition of a second concurrent 
moratorium on development in the City of Mercer Island. 
 
The high quality of life that has been created on Mercer Island has come not from rejecting growth, but from guiding it 
responsibly through the city's development codes.    
 
This year the Growth Management Act celebrates its 25th anniversary.  It is an important time to recall the bargain we 
struck in embracing growth management.  As a region, we agreed to protect rural and resource lands by directing 
growth to urban areas.   We have been successful.   Central Puget Sound has protected rural and resource 
lands.  The public has input to planning that is substantive.  We have seen tremendous investment in urban areas for 
commercial and residential uses.  Communities like Mercer Island have been highly successful.  
 
Our challenge is that success attracts growth.  Our region is growing and Mercer Island is part of that growing region.   
As we have grown, we have not adequately adjusted zoning regulations to meet demand for housing.  Now, 
throughout our region, housing supply has reached new lows.  Whereas a balanced real estate market enjoys a 4-6 
month inventory of homes for sale, our market has been ranging between 3 -6 weeks of inventory.    Diminished 
housing supply has spiked prices and severely narrowed options for home buyers.  A moratorium will add further 
constraints on the market's ability to meet demand for housing. 
 
It is appropriate that codes be adjusted from time to time in order to address housing types and building trends; 
however, we do not believe it necessary to impose a moratorium in order to contemplate code changes.    The 
comprehensive plan and development regulations, having been fully vetted by the public, the council and staff, are 
the appropriate tools to address the land use matters the city confronts.  We believe the use of an emergency 
moratorium is inconsistent with the open public process associated with the City of Mercer Island's land use planning 
and regulation. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Tyler McKenzie, President 
Seattle King County REALTORS® 
 


