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REALTORS® know that Quality of Life 
begins with a good job in a company 
that has a great future. Homes are where 
those jobs go at night. That’s why it’s so 
important to have elected officials who 
understand the key contribution that jobs 
and housing make to healthy, vibrant 
communities.

We need elected officials who share 
our REALTOR® values, and who 
appreciate the hard work you do as a 
real estate professional. So, members 
of the Association look at the voting 
records of elected officials. And it’s why 
your REALTOR® colleagues interview 
candidates who are running for office. This 
REALTOR® Voting Guide lets you know 
who stood up to stand with us, and who will 
walk-the-talk by working with us to build 
strong communities where the American 
Dream is within reach for families.

To help identify these current and future 
elected officials we look at the voting 
record of services of incumbents who have 

demonstrated consistent support for the 
community and neighborhood values we all 
share. In addition, to get a better sense of 
how other elected officials and candidates 
might respond to future challenges, we 
interviewed them and asked them about 
the kinds of issues embodied in the 
interview questions on pages 10-11 of this 
REALTOR® Voting Guide. Their answers to 
the questions were scored by REALTOR® 
Association members participating in the 
interviews. Further, the interviewers also 
provide an endorsement recommendation 
for each race that was formally considered 
by the Association’s governmental affairs 
committee that is open to all SKCR 
members. 

Every candidate who has been endorsed 
received a super-majority, 2/3 vote at the 
government affairs committee because 
of their commitment to economic vitality, 
housing opportunity, housing choices, an 
efficient real estate market, responsible tax 
policy, healthy neighborhoods, and vibrant 
communities.
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SENATE
*Patty Murray (D) Endorsed

CONGRESS
1st District
*Suzan DelBene (D) Supported

8th District
*Dave Reichert (R) Endorsed

9th District
*Adam Smith (D) Supported

STATEWIDE OFFICES
SECRETARY OF STATE
*Kim Wyman (R)  Early Endorsement

ATTORNEY GENERAL
*Bob Ferguson (D) Early Endorsement

WASHINGTON STATE LEGISLATURE
District 1 – Senate
Guy Palumbo (D) Endorsed

District 1 – House, Position 2
Jim Langston (R)  Endorsed

District 5 - Senate
*Mark Mullet (D)  Endorsed

District 5 – House, Position 1
*Jay Rodne (R) Early Endorsement

District 5 – House, Position 2
Paul Graves (R)  Endorsed; Rating: 95

District 30 – House, Position 1
*Linda Kochmar (R)  Early Endorsement

District 30 – House, Position 2
*Teri Hickel (R)  Early Endorsement

District 31 – House, Position 1
*Drew Stokesbary (R) Early Endorsement

District 31 – House, Position 2
Phil Fortunato (R) Endorsed

District 32 – House, Position 1
*Cindy Ryu (D) Endorsed

District 33 – House, Position 1
*Tina Orwall (D)  Early Endorsement

District 34 – House, Position 2
*Joe Fitzgibbon (D) Endorsed; Rating: 80

District 37 – House, Position 2
*Eric Pettigrew (D) Early Endorsement

District 41 – Senate
*Steve Litzow (R)  Early Endorsement

District 41 – House, Position 1
*Tana Senn (D) Endorsed; Rating: 90

District 41 – House, Position 2
*Judy Clibborn (D) Early Endorsement

District 43 – House, Position 1
Dan Shih (D) Endorsed; Rating: 91

District 43 – House, Position 2
*Frank Chopp (D) Early Endorsement

District 45 – House, Position 1
*Roger Goodman (D) Early Endorsement

District 45 – House, Position 2
*Larry Springer (D) Early Endorsement

District 47 – House, Position 1
*Mark Hargrove (R) Early Endorsement

District 47 – House, Position 2
*Pat Sullivan (D)  Early Endorsement

District 48 – House, Position 1
*Patty Kuderer (D) Endorsed; Rating: 80

District 48 – House, Position 2
*Joan McBride (D Endorsed; Rating: 85
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Summary of Endorsements

(*) Asterisk denotes incumbent. (D) = Democrat  (R) = Republican

The National Association of REALTORS® either “endorses” or “supports” senatorial and congressional candidates based 
on voting records and whether the candidate/member of congress serves on a key committee. If a candidate/member 
of congress serves on a key committee and has an excellent voting record on REALTOR® issues, that candidate/member 
of congress receives full funding and is “endorsed.” If a candidate/member of congress has an excellent voting record 
on REALTOR® issues but does not serve on a key committee, that candidate/member of congress is “supported” and 
receives less than full funding. 

UNITED STATES SENATE & CONGRESS



3

Early Endorsement: Awarded to incumbents who have 
exemplary legislative voting records on real estate and 
land use issues and who were recognized by Washington 
REALTORS® for bill sponsorships and advocacy efforts 
within the legislature. Consideration for early candidate 
endorsements is made by the SKCR governmental affairs 
committee and receives final approval by the governmental 
affairs committee subject to a supermajority vote.

Endorsed: Pro-REALTOR® candidates who support 
legislation to encourage housing affordability, availability, 
and ownership, economic vitality, quality of life issues and 
support issues that make your business more successful and 
profitable. Endorsements were awarded after conducting 
interviews with candidates and by supermajority vote 
approval of the SKCR government affairs committee.  

Candidate Ratings: Numeric ratings represent an average 
of interview panelists’ scores based on responses to the 
questionnaire seen on pages 10-11. Ratings are based 
on 100 points maximum. The candidate rating system is 
utilized in King County jurisdictions by SKCR. REALTORS® 

who have invested in REALTOR® PAC conduct interviews 
with candidates. Candidate ratings from one election race 
should not be compared with candidate ratings in different 
election races because the composition of interview team 
members varies by city and election races. 

NOTE: REALTOR®-endorsed candidates were invited to submit a photo and statement. All interviewed candidates were invited to submit a 
candidate statement. 

Candidate Rating Guide 

100: Highest score/rating. 

 90-point range: Represents excellent candidates on real estate 
issues. 

 80-point range: Represents very good candidates who 
demonstrate support on most real estate issues. 

 70-point range: Represents candidates that could be rated as 
“good” but do not demonstrate the level of support as candidates 
who score higher. 

 60-point range: Candidates demonstrating an average level of 
knowledge and philosophy on real estate issues and land use 
issues. 

 Unavailable: Candidate prevented from attending interview due 
to conflicting schedule. 

 No Show: Scheduled an interview but did not call to cancel and 
did not attend.

 Declined: Candidate did not accept an invitation for a candidate 
interview. 

 No Response: Candidate was contacted but did not respond to 
our phone calls (may have been out of town or may not have 
been interested in interviewing).

*: Denotes Incumbent

Understanding Your Voting Guide

Candidate Inteview Volunteers
We wish to thank the following REALTORS® for their participation in interviewing candidates in communities where 

they help families and businesses with their real estate needs:

Hala Abou-Zaki
Evangeline Anderson

Michael Cornell
Shane Davies

Dave Elliott
Jed Etters
Patti Hill

Kreg Kendall
Barbara Korducki

Janet Lewis
Dahni Malgarini-Logar

Debbie Matteson
Tyler McKenzie
Phyllis Ohrbeck

Sam Pace
Kathleen Powell

Larry Powell
Debbie Rippeteau

Jerry Rippeteau
Lynn Sanborn

Shari Song
Kathi Swarthout

Troy Thiel
Georgia Wall

Peter Wolf

Seattle King County REALTORS®  |  12410 SE 32nd Street, Suite#100, Bellevue, WA 98005  |  425.974.1011  |  nwrealtor.com/advocacy
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Our Congressional Districts: 1, 7, 8 and 9.

Our State Legislative Districts: 1, 5, 11, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 36, 37, 41, 43, 45, 46, 47 and 48.

SEATTLE PROPOSITION 1
After reviewing Proposition 1, your Association did not take a position.

REALTORS® from the tri-county region encompassing Seattle King County REALTORS®, Snohomish County-Camano 
Association of REALTORS®, and the Tacoma-Pierce County Association of REALTORS® have voted to take a neutral 
position on Sound Transit Proposition 1 (ST3). An extensive process was undertaken by the three associations to 
learn about the ST3 proposal from both the proponents and opponents. Read more about the extensive process 
and decision at: www.nwrealtor.com/2016/09/27/tri-county-realtors-take-neutral-position-54-billion-sound-transit-3-
proposal/

LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTS CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS
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U.S SENATE
*Patty Murray (D)   Endorsed 
206.659.4915           www.pattymurray.com

 
 
 
 

U.S. CONGRESS
DISTRICT 1

Includes parts of King, Skagit, Snohomish, and Whatcom Counties

*Suzan DelBene (D) Supported 
425.483.1500  

www.delbeneforcongress.com

The real estate market is a key component 
to a healthy economy. It’s been an honor 
to work with the National Association 
of REALTORS® to ensure we have a 
strong and stable real estate market; 

I support much needed reforms to the Federal Housing 
Administration (FHA) condominium loan program, federal 
assisted housing programs and Rural Housing Service 
loan programs because we need to make the dream of 
owning a home achievable for more Americans.

DISTRICT 7
Most of Seattle, North King County & part of Snohomish County
Following candidate interviews, no funding support was 

provided in this election race.

Pramila Jayapal (D)  
206.482.8420                                www.pramilaforcongress.com

I’m running for Congress because after 20 years of 
organizing and advocating on the outside for change, 
I saw that not enough elected officials were doing that 
work that truly represented the people they’re supposed 
to serve. We need to rebuild our shrinking middle class to 
put more people in a position to be able to afford to own 
a home of their own, and we can do that by raising the 
minimum wage, provide debt-free and tuition free college 
for young people, and ensure everyone has access to 
quality affordable health care.

Brady Walkinshaw (D)  
206.486.5551 www.bradywalkinshaw.com

I’m running for Congress because I believe the Pacific 
Northwest needs a leader who will build bridges to get 
things done. I will work to deliver real results on the issues 
facing our community, like climate change, housing, 
homelessness, and transportation. 

DISTRICT 8
Includes most of eastern King County, Pierce County, 

Kittitas County and Chelan County

*Dave Reichert (R)   Endorsed 
425.455.3283         www.davereichert.com

We need the government and IRS to 
work for us. By simplifying the tax code 
so 99 percent of Americans can file on 
their own and helping small businesses 
grow and create jobs everyone can 
have a chance at the American Dream of 

owning their own home.

DISTRICT 9
King and Pierce Counties

*Adam Smith (D) Supported 
253.572.6125    www.electadamsmith.com

I grew up in the city of SeaTac, and have 
lived my entire life in the 9th District; 
we must focus on creating innovative 
opportunities, better worker education, 
and small business growth. I remain 
absolutely committed to continuing to 

work hard to find solutions to the challenges we still face; 
it is my honor to serve this district in Congress, and I ask 
for your vote.

STATEWIDE OFFICES
Endorsed by Washington REALTORS®. If any additional statewide 

candidate endorsements have been approved after this publication 
was printed, please visit www.warealtor.org for an updated list.

SECRETARY OF STATE
*Kim Wyman (R) Early Endorsement 
360.746.6668 www.kimwyman.com

ATTORNEY GENERAL
*Bob Ferguson (D) Early Endorsement 
206.486.2621                                www.electbobferguson.com
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WASHINGTON STATE LEGISLATURE
DISTRICT 1

Includes areas in Mountlake Terrace, Bothell, Kirkland 
and south Snohomish County

SENATE
Guy Palumbo (D) Endorsed 
206.718.1970             www.guy4senate.com

As a small business owner in the service 
category, I understand the challenges 
facing the REALTOR® community – like 
paying the full 1.5% B&O tax rate on gross 
receipts especially early on in business. 
If I am elected, I will always be a voice 

for small business owners including my REALTOR® friends; 
creating a vibrant housing market is a key driver of our 
economy and I am committed to that goal – thank you for 
your support!

Mindy Wirth (R) 
206.579.4532 www.wirththevote.com

HOUSE, POSITION 2
Jim Langston (R) Endorsed 
425.350.0855  www.electjimlangston.com

I appreciate your trust, support and look 
forward to working together, improving 
growth throughout our area, where the 
American Dream is obtainable. I am 
running to help our schools, eliminate 
traffic congestion, grow jobs and 

opportunity, while protecting taxpayers.

DISTRICT 5
Issaquah, E. King Co. including Snoqualmie, North Bend 

and Snoqualmie Pass

SENATE
*Mark Mullet (D) Endorsed 
425.638.9356   www.Electmarkmullet.com

I have enjoyed working with the 
REALTORS® during the last four years. 
You were a great partner on lowing 
the B&O tax in 2013, and passing a 
transportation package in 2015; I look 
forward to another four years of working 

together to make sure we have enough housing inventory 
to meet the growing population of our region.

Chad Magendanz (R)   
425.395.4895                                          www.Chad4Senate.com

In his two terms serving in the State House, Chad has a 
proven track record of responsible budgeting, working 
across party lines, and putting kids first. He has an 100% 
(A+) rating from the Chamber of Commerce because of his 
strong record of creating jobs, and The Seattle Times called 
Chad “one of the clearest thinkers in the Legislature.”

HOUSE, POSITION 1
*Jay Rodne (R) Early Endorsement 
425.890.3336                                         www.votejayrodne.com

HOUSE, POSITION 2
Paul Graves (R) Endorsed; Rating: 95 
206.818.5607        www.paulgraveswa.com

Paul is a Maple Valley native, a pro bono 
attorney fighting for foster kids; a charter 
school board member, and a committed 
public servant. He is running for better 
schools, to get traffic moving, for a 
strong economy, and for an efficient and 

responsible state government.

Darcy Burner (D) Rating: Unavailable

DISTRICT 30
Includes areas in Federal Way, Des Moines, Milton, 

Auburn, Algona and Pacific

HOUSE, POSITION 1
*Linda Kochmar (R) Early Endorsement 
253.640.0469    www.LindaKochmar.com  

Because of the budget challenges in 
Olympia, tough decisions are needed to 
reduce government regulations, control 
spending, get the budget deficit under 
control, and create new jobs. Because 
of my work on the House Capital Budget 

Committee, the House Transportation Committee, and the 
House Business/Finance/Insurance Committee, I was able 
to help bring in over $5M back in capital improvements 
to the 30th District, create transportation jobs, and try to 
control regulations for small business.
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HOUSE, POSITION 2
*Teri Hickel (R) Early Endorsement 
253.261.4643 www.terihickel.com

It has been a privilege serving as your 
state representative in Olympia and 
focusing on four critical areas: education, 
small business development and jobs, 
traffic congestion, and efficiency in 
government programs and spending. 

I care deeply about our community, families, and our 
future and will continue to work across party lines to solve 
problems.

DISTRICT 31
Includes areas in Auburn, Edgewood, Enumclaw, 

and eastern King and Pierce counties

HOUSE, POSITION 1
*Drew Stokesbary (R) Early Endorsement  
253.501.1756                                      www.drewstokesbary.com

HOUSE, POSITION 2
Phil Fortunato (R)  Endorsed 
253.680.9545         www.votefortunato.org

My area of expertise is in clean water 
act compliance; it should come as no 
surprise that the building industry is un-
der assault by increasing environmental 
regulations. Many of my customers are 
major builders in western Washington 

and they are spending thousands to meet over burden-
some regulations by Ecology – I hope to be in a position 
to bring some commonsense to environmental compli-
ance and Low Impact Development mandates to reduce 
the cost of housing and make it more affordable for first 
time home buyers.

DISTRICT 32
Includes areas in NW Seattle, Shoreline, Edmonds and Lynnwood

HOUSE, POSITION 1
*Cindy Ryu (D)  Endorsed  
206.605.1588 www.cindyryu.com

DISTRICT 33
Includes areas in south Seattle, Burien, SeaTac, 

Renton, Des Moines and Kent

HOUSE, POSITION 1
*Tina Orwall (D) Early Endorsement  
206.409.3038 www.tinaorwall.com

It has been an honor serving our 
community in Olympia and I am proud to 
have received an early endorsement from 
the Seattle King County REALTORS®. I 
know that by working together we can 
keep our schools and communities 

strong and healthy, support job growth and have a strong 
housing market.

DISTRICT 34
West Seattle/Burien/Vashon

HOUSE, POSITION 2
*Joe Fitzgibbon (D) 
     Endorsed; Rating: 80 
206.949.5127 www.joefitzgibbon.com

Many of the factors that contribute to 
Washington’s outstanding quality of life 
– our robust local economy, our beautiful 
natural environment – have led to an 
acute housing shortage in our region. I 

look forward to continuing to partner with REALTORS® and 
other housing professionals on policies to grow the supply 
of housing in the central Puget Sound area and to protect 
our quality of life.

DISTRICT 37
Includes areas in southeast Seattle and Renton

HOUSE, POSITION 2
*Eric Pettigrew (D) Early Endorsement 
206.979.5999                               www.ElectEricPettigrew.com 
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DISTRICT 41
Includes areas in Bellevue, Mercer Island, Sammamish, 

Newcastle and Renton

SENATE
*Steve Litzow (R) Early Endorsement 
206.941.2627            www.Stevelitzow.com

Over the past six years in the State 
Senate, I have built a strong track record 
of creating new jobs, protecting small 
businesses and improving our schools 
for Eastside families. I am proud to have 
the endorsement of the Seattle King 

County REALTORS® and would be honored to have your 
vote.

HOUSE, POSITION 1
*Tana Senn (D)  Endorsed; Rating: 90 
206.369.1253        www.ElectTanaSenn.org

I am running for re-election as State 
Representative to bring the voice 
of families to Olympia. Whether it is 
fully funding our kids’ public schools, 
unsnarling traffic so parents can get 
home to the dinner table or making sure 

our economy is fair and robust, I will work tirelessly to keep 
our Eastside community and our state a great place to live.

HOUSE, POSITION 2
*Judy Clibborn (D) Early Endorsement 
206.232.8941            www.judyclibborn.com

I am a member of a family with generational 
REALTOR® connections. I understand the 
importance of housing and community, 
and how affordability and support for 
each work together for our families and 
businesses in Washington state.

DISTRICT 43
Includes areas of Greenlake and Seattle

HOUSE, POSITION 1
Dan Shih (D) Endorsed; Rating: 91 
206.319.2800 www.danshih.com

I’m running because I want to pass 
progressive legislation that improves 
opportunities for everyone in Washington. 
Endorsed by The Seattle Times and rated 
“Outstanding” by the Municipal League, 
I will champion policies that protect the 

vulnerable, improve people’s lives, and help everyone 
achieve their potential.

Nicole Marci (D) Rating: Unavailable 
206.486.0085 www.votenicole.org

HOUSE, POSITION 2
*Frank Chopp (D) Early Endorsement 

206.381.1220

DISTRICT 45
Includes areas of Woodinville, Duvall, Kirkland and Sammamish

HOUSE, POSITION 1
*Roger Goodman (D) 
    Early Endorsement 
425.979.8584      www.RogerGoodman.org

As a legislator I’ve always relied on the 
REALTORS’ credibility to guide me on 
important issues related to economic 
growth on the Eastside and I look forward 
to continuing working closely with the 

REALTORS® again in the coming session; I’ve appreciated 
the REALTORS’ support in the past as I led the legislature 
to pass important bills, including the banning of private 
transfer fees and protecting REALTORS® who were dealing 
with “distressed property” conveyances. I am currently 
negotiating a legislative proposal related to the vesting of 
land use rights linked to permits obtained by real estate 
developers, and I’m counting on the REALTORS® as a 
critical player at the table – thanks for your support!
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HOUSE, POSITION 2
*Larry Springer (D)  Early Endorsement  
425.822.2907  www.larryspringer.org

I truly appreciate the continued support 
from Seattle King County REALTORS® 
and commit to continuing our working 
relationship to address issues important 
to the housing sector of Washington’s 
economy. Our region is experiencing 

rapidly escalating home prices which requires lawmakers 
to actively look for ways to reduce the cost of housing 
construction including streamlined land use regulations 
and review of tax policies that contribute to increasing the 
price of a home.

DISTRICT 47
Includes areas of Covington and Auburn

HOUSE, POSITION 1
*Mark Hargrove (R)  Early Endorsement 
253.632.0736        www.MarkHargrove.org

Because I fully recognize that REALTORS® 
are an important part of our economy 
and vital members of our communities, 
I will do all I can to ensure that the 
legislature does nothing to harm their 
businesses. So I’m on a mission to cut 

wasteful state government spending to adequately fund 
our priorities first: education, public safety and protection 
of our most vulnerable, so they are never held hostage for 
a tax increase.

HOUSE, POSITION 2
*Pat Sullivan (D) Early Endorsement 
253.740.6772      www.votepatsullivan.com

I am honored to be early endorsed by 
the Association of REALTORS®. I look 
forward to working with you in the 
2017 legislative session to make our 
communities and state an even better 
place to live, work and raise a family.

DISTRICT 48
Includes areas of Redmond, Bellevue, Hunts Point, 

Yarrow Bay, Clyde Hill and Medina

HOUSE, POSITION 1
*Patty Kuderer (D) 
 Endorsed; Rating: 80 
425.802.0161 www.pattykuderer.com

I’m excited to take my work in our 
public schools and my legal experience 
to Olympia to strengthen education, 
improve and expand our transportation 
system, and ensure our justice system is 

fair for every citizen. As demonstrated by my work as a 
discrimination attorney and my voting record in Olympia, 
I want equity for everyone in Washington State, which 
begins with fully funded public schools, equal pay for 
equal work, and affordable housing.

HOUSE, POSITION 2
*Joan McBride (D) Endorsed; Rating: 85 
425.698.7556          www.joanmcbride.com

I was proud last session to work across the 
aisle and sponsor successful legislation 
that was a priority for REALTORS® and 
housing advocates (HB2971). It is a 
privilege to work for our state to increase 
prosperity for our businesses, funding for 

our schools, and housing choices for our neighborhoods – 
I would appreciate your vote.

VOTE YES!

Seattle King County REALTORS® urge voters 
to VOTE YES on the Auburn School District’s 
Capital Construction Bond AND the Kent 
School District’s Capital Improvement & 
School Construction Bond!
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1. Would you please take a very brief moment to 
summarize for us the top highlights of :

• Your education and training
• Your professional background, and
• Why you are running for elected office/re-election

2. What are the top two legislative issues that you 
want to support and the top two issues you plan to 
oppose next session? 

What do you hope to accomplish on your “top two” 
issues, and why?

3. Extending the sales tax to real estate services 
would increase the cost of purchasing a home, 
potentially cutting thousands of potential 
homebuyers out of our housing market. 

Will you commit to oppose any and all efforts to 
extend the sales tax to real estate services? Why or 
why not?

4. What specific actions will you support, oppose, 
or sponsor next session to address the McCleary 
court mandate relating to school funding? (In 
January 2012 the State Supreme Court ruled in 
McCleary v. Washington that Washington state is 
not amply funding basic education under the state 
Constitution).

What is your position on the local levy exchange or 
“property tax swap” that would reduce reliance on 
local school district levies but increase the statewide 
property tax levy in equal total amounts?

5. To what extent do you believe “The Law of Supply 
and Demand” is affecting current housing prices and 
rents?

6. As a follow-up to your previous answer, why do 
you say that, and what kinds of initiatives would 
you support or oppose in the next session of the 
Legislature to address the high cost of housing here 
in King County (and throughout the Central Puget 
Sound Region)?
7. A Real Estate Excise Tax (or REET) of 1.78% of the 
sales price is collected when real estate is sold. The 
local portion of the tax, and parts of the state portion 
of the tax, are dedicated exclusively to construction 
of infrastructure.

Would you support increasing the tax rate - or 
expanding the allowable uses - of the Real Estate 
Excise Tax? If so, what effects do you think that 
would have on the market?

8. Recently, the State Legislature has considered 
legislation that would establish a state capital gains 
income tax that would apply to capital gains from the 
sale of some types of real estate. 

What is your position on creating a state capital 
gains tax, and do you think that such a tax should 
apply to the sale of real estate?

9. Briefly tell us about your campaign, including:

• How much money have you raised, and how much 
is still in the bank?
• What’s your campaign budget?
• Do you have a campaign consultant?
• Which elected officials, if any, have endorsed you?
• What organizational endorsements, if any, have 
you received?
• What one thing will give you the winning edge?

10. If offered to you, would you accept the 
REALTORS’ endorsement and funding from our PAC 
(RPAC)? Why or why not?

2016 State Legislative Candidate Interview Questionnaire
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I. TAXES

A) REALTORS® share the concerns of many Americans that something must be 
done to solve our nation’s fiscal crisis. However, REALTORS® also recognize 
that the housing market is one of the largest engines of economic growth 
and represents the long-term savings of millions of American families. While 
the Mortgage Interest Deduction (MID) remains very popular with American 
households, there have been suggestions to make changes such as reducing 
the cap on deductible interest, eliminating the deduction for second homes, 
converting the deduction to a credit, or eliminating the deduction entirely.

What is your position on tax reforms that would reduce or eliminate the 
mortgage interest deduction? 

___Support ___Oppose ___Other

B) Economists estimate that homeowners pay between 80-90% of all federal 
income taxes.  Under current law, taxpayers are permitted to deduct taxes paid 
to state and local governments, including real property taxes. If this deduction 
for state and local taxes paid were eliminated, it would result in a system of 
double taxation – or a tax on a tax. This could have a significant financial 
impact on homeowners, who already shoulder the vast majority of federal 
taxes. 

What is your position on measures that would reduce or eliminate the 
deduction for taxes paid to state and local governments?

___Support ___Oppose ___Other

C) While the Mortgage Interest Deduction has received most of the attention 
from pundits and academics, the capital gains tax exemption for primary 
residence is also a crucial provision for American households. Under current 
tax law, single filers are exempt from capital gains tax on the first $250,000 
upon the sale of a primary residence ($500,000 for married couples filing 
jointly). This exemption allows families to move into a new home without fear 
of a hefty tax bill upon the sale of their home. While there are no concrete 
proposals that would alter current law, REALTORS® share homeowners’ 
concerns that this provision could be changed.

What is your position on tax reforms that would reduce or eliminate the capital 
gains tax exemption for primary residences?

___Support ___Oppose ___Other

D) Millions of Americans have had their lives turned upside down by job loss 
and depressed home values. As a result, struggling homeowners are working 
with experts to modify their existing mortgage, or are selling their home at a 
loss through a process called a short sale. Since 2007, the Mortgage Debt 
Forgiveness Tax provision has been renewed several times on a short term 
basis to prevent the IRS from taxing Americans on “phantom income”—money 
they never see when part of their mortgage is forgiven.

Do you support extending the Mortgage Debt Forgiveness Tax provision and 
preventing homeowners from being taxed on income they never receive?

___Support ___Oppose ___Other

E) The like-kind exchange rules have been firmly fixed in the tax law since 1921. 
The most recent significant modification was in 1991. The exchange technique 
permits the deferral of capital gains taxes, so long as the taxpayer satisfies 
certain strict requirements and consummates both a sale and purchase within 
180 days. The availability of this tax deferral allows developers and investors to 
lower their cost of capital, use less leverage, and invest in improvements to the 
replacement property. Real estate investors and REALTORS® place a very high 
priority on retaining the current like-kind exchange rules.

While no legislation has been introduced in the current Congress to repeal or 
curtail  1031 like-kind exchanges, would you support keeping this important 
provision in the tax code?

___Support ___Oppose ___Other

II. HOUSING & MORTGAGE FINANCE

A) Currently, there is discussion about the role that government should play in 
the secondary mortgage market, and how the nation’s Government-Sponsored 
Enterprises (GSEs), Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, should be handled. The 
Obama Administration’s 2011 white paper, “Reforming America’s Housing 
Finance Market”, provides three options for the role of government in the 
secondary market and the handling of the GSEs. These options range from 
near total privatization of the secondary mortgage market, save for the Federal 
Housing Administration (FHA), to the government only entering the market 
space during a catastrophic event, to the government providing a level of re-
insurance on certain mortgage-backed securities (MBS). While many arguments 
regarding these approaches exist, the current problems with liquidity in the 
housing mortgage markets have illustrated the importance of some degree of 
public involvement when private lending activity is constrained.

Do you support some level of government participation in the secondary 
mortgage market to ensure liquidity?  

___Support ___Oppose ___Other

B) With the collapse of the private secondary market in recent years, the FHA 
mortgage insurance program, which historically has operated without cost 
to taxpayers, has functioned as it was intended, by ensuring that American 
families have access to affordable mortgage financing. There are some 
today who, in response to the problems that have plagued the real estate 
and mortgage markets, propose ending all government involvement in the 
mortgage process – even for first time homebuyers, and others who are 
underserved by the private market. 

Do you support continuing government programs – like FHA, that assist 
American families with obtaining safe, affordable mortgage financing?

___Support ___Oppose ___Other

III. PATENT REFORM

Despite the recent passage of the America Invents Act, abuse of our patent 
system continues to grow. Instead of creating new jobs and investing in new 
technologies, businesses large and small across many industries—including 
realty, construction, restaurants, retail, hotels, grocers, convenience stores, and 
restaurants on Main Street—are diverting scarce resources to fighting frivolous 
lawsuits and overly broad claims made by Patent Assertion Entities (the so-
called “patent trolls”).

Would you support legislation which would put an end to these frivolous 
lawsuits and offer protections for consumer end users? 

___Support ___Oppose ___Other

P

lease explain Answers: __________________________________________
_____________ _______________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
_________
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REALTORS®
 advocacy will 

two years.

REALTORS® advocacy will 
save brokers $11 MILLION 
in B&O taxes over the next 
two years.

Applying retail sales tax 
to real estate commissions 
could increase your tax 
burden FIVEFOLD.

The Perks of 
Membership
Seattle King County REALTORS® is always looking 
for new resources and opportunities to help keep 
you profitable. We’re looking out for you behind the 
scenes, too, with our unrivaled advocacy program 
that keeps a close eye on the issues affecting your 
business—and takes action when it’s needed.

nwrealtor.com/advocacy

 
 
 
 
 
REALTORS® POLITICAL ACTION 
COMMITTEE
REALTOR® PAC is one of largest PAC’s in Washington State 
and provides financial support to REALTOR®-endorsed 
candidates on local, state and national levels. Legislative 
and regulatory successes for the real estate industry are 
largely due to RPAC’s efforts.

LEGAL SERVICES
The Legal Affairs Hotline provides legal advice on over 75 
real estate related topics and is no charge for individual 
calls.
Hotline (800) 562-6027 | legalhotline@warealtor.org  
or visit the Legal Hotline Library www.warealtor.org

EDUCATION
Over 100 engaging classes that help you earn designations, 
ensure competency, nationwide recognition and increased 
profitability!

CODE OF ETHICS
NAR's Code of Ethics is the one factor that distinguishes 
REALTORS® from other real estate agents. The Code of 
Ethics is universally recognized by practitioners, lawyers 
and laymen alike as the measure of professionalism in real 
estate. 

PUBLICATIONS
Exclusive access to regional and national news and 
publications filled with articles, marketing, housing 
statistics, tools and tips to help improve your business. 

DISCOUNTS ON PRODUCTS AND 
SERVICES
Get great deals on insurance and legal programs, financial 
services, safety, technology, telecommunications, business 
needs programs and much more!


